Saint Matthias Parish

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue

l | Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

Jecond Weekt of Advent

Website: www.saintmatthias.org

Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org

Rectory: 610-664-0207 bd Fax: 610-664-3559

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil Mass .........ccceuuuen. 5:00 p.m. Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday ............ 7:30 a.m. ; Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m.
Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken .......... Pastor
Reverend J. A. Grant ......... Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest Reverend Charles E. Gormley .... . Retired Priest
Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura Director of Parish Qutreach ........................ Peggy Haley
Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman
Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley Religious Education Office: 64541942
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is
business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are to be

made in advance at the Rectory. Sponsors must be approved

3:00 p.m. Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during ' ;
by a letter from their respective Pastors.

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday throug h Thursday.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish! . :
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment.

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made
eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the
must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are required.

Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m.
APPOINTMENTS: The Parish Priests are most willing to be of and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

service to all. You are asked to arrange an appointment in

advance with the Priest you wish to see. PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:
Sick CaLLs: Emergencies + Please all the Rectory. Brandon Artmasofiicig)Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andre

Hospital Visitation ¢+ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit Gerardi, Peggy Healefiicio)Joann Leonard, PequsriSaetary)
any Parishioner who is hospitalized. Please contact the | Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. (exofficig)Dennis Zak, Therese Traia@fe Council representative).
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DECEMBER 4, 2011
Second Sunday of Advent

‘ Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK €S

Saturday, December 3, 2011 6 Vigil, Secorglinday of Advent
5:00 Elizabeth Fink

Sunday, December 4, 2011 8 Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 For Our Parishioners

10:30  Daniel Campbell

7:00  Deceased Members of the Kalafut Family

Monday, December 5, 2011 8 AdvenwWeekday
7:30 Rev. Monsignor Francis X. Meehan

Tuesday, December 6, 20118 Advent Weekdat. Nicholas
7:30 In Memory of Nicholas Chovanes

Wednesday, December 7, 2011 & st. Ambrose/Vigil, Inmaculate Conception

7:30 Grace Caponi
6 PM  Paul F. Cullins

H.O.P.E. { Helping Other People in Emergencies
The H.O.P.E. Captain for December 4¢ December 10 is
Peggy Haley: 610-664-0207. Pleasecall Monday if yo u
need a ride or shopping help during th e week.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini,
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams,
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli,
Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette
Butler, Rita DO&Andrea,
Angelina Ciatlello, Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs,
Terry Leibfreid, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah &
Baby Boy Zambino, Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant,
Eugene Scottit and Cat her i WealoQ@dyCGo
those who are served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and
Inglis House. | f you wish to have

be removed from the Sick List.

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near the
statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn
for special intentions. If you wish to have one of these
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the

Thursday, December 8, 2011 5 immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin MaryPﬁCStS to put your name on the list in the Sacrlsty.

730 AMT homas, Al ice and
NOON For Our Parishioners

7PM  James Comboy

Friday, December 9, 2011 5 Advent Weekd&y Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

7:30 Kathleen Eshelman

Saturday, December 10, 2011 5 Advent Weekday

8:00 Thomas Schwemmer
*5:00 Hon. Vicenta Cirillo / William V. Hyland, Jr.

Sunday, December 11, 2011 8 ThirdSunday of Advent
8:30 For Our Parishioners

*¥10:30 The Sando Family

7:00 Clare Z. Carfoss

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.

Priest-Celebrant Schedule: December 10 / 11
5:00  Monsignor McCulken  (choir)

8:30  Father Grant

10:30  Father Gormley

7:00  Monsignor McCulken

Patr i c kheRygagpg forghese candles is $10. Thi s

we ek
are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, and Special
Intention.

Mass Intentions  The Mass Book for the remainder
of 2011 is completely filled. If you would like a Mass
said for someone, we invite you to pick up a Saint
Charles Seminary Mass Card at
The 2012 Parish Mass Book will open on Monday,
December 12 Thank you for your understanding.

the Rectory.

Joe

nno

son
list, please call the Rectory. Kindly notify the Rectory when a ne

The Collection for November 19 / 20: § 6,923
The Collection for November 26 / 27: $ 6,398

Thank You

For Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity!

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTIONS

THIS WEEKEND: CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Your donation to help with the cost of our Church
Christmas flowers and other decorations may be made in
memory of a loved one whom you wish to remember at
this special time of year. Thank you and God bless youl!

NEXT WEEKEND: RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

Show your support for our senior Catholic sisters, brothers
and religious order priests who have made a positive
difference in so many lives. Please give generously to next
weekds second

coll ection.

Blood pressure screenings will take place
TODAY on the Rectory porch after the 8:30
& 10:30 a.m. Masses.

0758 St. Matthias



:
Adoration

?.

First Wednesday All-Day Eucharistic Adoration -
this Wednesday, December 7. We encourage you to

sign up on the sheet in the main vestibule of the
Church for a period of adoration. Adoration begins
immediately following the 7:30 a.m. Mass and will
conclude with the Vigil Mass for the Immaculate
Conception Holy Day at 6 PM. Therosary is prayed
at 8:00 a.m. We extend a special invitation to our
Lectors and H.O.P.E. Volunteers to sign up for a time

w" O01 Ow+il Uwd4Uw EO

Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

A Holy Day of Obligation

This Wednesday, December 7
6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass

This Thursday, December 8
7:30 a.m., Noon, 7:00 p.m.

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Rectory office will be closed on Thursday,
December & for the Solemnity of the Immaculate

Advent Evening Prayer

Join our priests in praying Evening Prayer on the
Thursdays of Advent ¢ December 1, 8, 15 and 22 at
5:15 PM in our Church. Stop in on the way home
from work, or come before preparing supper for a

brief period of time in Church to pray one of the
" 1T U U bltestrayers, Evening Prayer, a part of the
Liturgy o f the Hours. The Liturgy of the Hours is a
rich single prayer resource of the Church. It provides
prayers, psalms and meditation for various hours of

of adoration in December. During this beautiful
Advent season, take a few moments out of your hectic
day to sit in our quiet Church and bring to Jesus your
joys, your sorrows, your cares, your concerns, your
requests, your thanks. ? & E4l wd 66 wOOw
fulfill the Lord's command to pray without ceasin g.
) They dRgstofic, Constiution ; Gapiigu® 4-audisstptgs o
L?23 1 1T wxUUxOUI wOl wUI T w#bYD

daE)bJ and ‘all‘human Uati:lflvny. [It is] the prayer not only

Advent Mass for Healing

Come experence the healing power of God at
special Advent Mass for Healing here at Saint
Matthias Church next Tuesday, December 13 at
7:00 PM. | In the Sacrifice of the Mass, we join our
sacrifites R/vith Jesus. From Jesus we receive grage,
healing and strength. Athis Mass, we will unite our
prayers for one another, for those who are sick, foy
those who are struggling, for those with any need.
We will pray for strength and healing in mind, body
and spirit. Please plan to join us, and invite you
B ¢ fileAd8 &h@ neigtbors to come and pray with us as
well. A wonderful help to prepare us for Christmas.

Q}'m?«

Kidsd Christmas H
This Friday, December 9 8 6:30 to 8 PM
Children through age 14 are invited to come to the
Gym for an evening of fun activities, games and
pizza! A special visitor will also be with us!

>

—

ocBaby Boomers and
Christmas Luncheon
Next Sunday, December 11 after 10:30 AM Mass
We invite those aged 55+ to join us for a delicious
Christmas luncheon in the Parish Center.
Come meet up with old friends or make
some new ones! A special invitation is

extended to our newer parishioners!

THE HIGHLANDERS Come and join the
Highlanders as we celebrate the Christmas season on
Wednesday, December 14 at 1:30 PM in the Parish
Center. Partake in holiday refreshments and seasonal

music. Everyone is welcome. Hope to see you there!
0758 St. Matthias
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the Pastors cornmner
Dear Friends,

A blessed and holy Advent to each of youl
I pray that you will be able to participate in some of
our Advent services and celebrations in these special
weeks of the year, the beginning of a new Church
year. Most especially, I hope that each of you will
take time for Confession before the great feast of
Christds birth.

We invite you to join the priests in the
celebration of Vespers or Evening Prayer on
Thursday evenings at 5:15 pm in Church. It lasts
about 15 minutes and is a beautiful prayer prayed
throughout the world by priests, religious and laity;
a part of the official prayer of the Church called the
Liturgy of the Hours. Stop in on your way home
from work or before preparing supper and join us in
praise of our almighty God.

Well, we survived the first days of the revised
English translation of the Roman Missal. By all
accounts our efforts went well. Thank you for your
patience and good humor as we continue to adjust to
this uplifting translation of prayer and praise.

You may have noticed our 4 new Chalices, 3
new Ciboria, and gold Bowl Paten along with the new
Roman Missal books. We blessed these objects for
their sacred use at the Vigil Mass on November 20.
They are in memory of deceased parishioners and
acquired through donations made in lieu of floweys
family and friends.

The 4 Chalices and Bowl Paten are in memory
of John A. McKenna, 2 Ciboria are in memory of
Daniel J. McKeever, Jr, 1 Ciborium is in memory of
Dottie Berenato, and the large Missal at the Altar is
in memory of Mary Nelson Johnson. Separately, we
received a private donation for the small Roman
Mi ssal at the
John D. Dugery, Sr.

We are grateful that so many people wish to
remember our parish, especially at the time of the
death of a loved one. The Saint Matthias Memorial
Fund is a truly worthy cause which memorializes our
deceased loved ones in our Book of Remembrance as
well as helping the parish to meet so many needs.

God bless you, God love you,
Monsignor McCulken

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

ADVENT, 2011
Confessions: Sunday, December 4 from 9:30 - 10 AM
Saturday, December 10 at 4:15 PM
Saturday, December 17 at 3:30 PM
Wednesday, December 21 from 7 - § PM
Confessions wWiNOT be heard on Christmas Eve

Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection

Now through January 8". Our annual Christmas
collection of baby clothes will go to help Birthright, an
organization that helps mothers and their newborn
infants. Please leave your gift at the Advent wreath in

front of Saint Josephdés altar as we
birth of the Christ Child.

Aid For Friends 0 Gi f t s o fThiléatle mt h
27"y ear of our annual Iy Gi f
handicapped and isolated friends. We are asking for
donations @ cardigan sweaters, flannel shirts, pajamas,
robes, socks, slippers & unwrapped, for men or
women. FEach friend will receive one or two of these
gifts. Baskets will be in the vestibules of the Church
through December 18" for your gifts. Offerings in
the poor box on December 18" will also be given to
Aid for Friends. We are deeply grateful for your help.

Christmas Cards for the Homebound and those

in Nursing Homes. Please take the earof a few

of your fellow Parishioners and send them a Christl
card, reminding them they are in the thoughts a
prayers of their Parish during this holy season. |
some, yours may be the only card they receive 1
year. Names are in basketsdatatseof the Church.
Your thoughtfulness and kindness are appreciated.

Feeling ill? If you are feeling ill, you are asked to
please refrain from receiving the Precious Blood from
the chalice.

Parish Census Forms are slowly being returned. So

cel ebrant 84 O famifies Repei tetyyned; %‘eir i vpdatedn o m

information and have generously included a donation to
the Parish. Thank you! If you have not yet sent in your
census form, please consider doing so as soon as
possible.

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Santa is requesing Elves to help at the CHRISTMAS

FUN FEST this Friday, December 9 from 6:30- 8:00 p.m.
in the Parish Center. Please contact Mrs. Haley at
peggyh@sainmatthiasorg or 610-664-0207.

0758 St. Matthias



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Ful filling Ch tith aad cdhesfor
all in need, our Catholic Church here in the United States
has been blessed with the generous ministry of our
religious congregations, men and women. What they have
accomplished with Godds
that evangelical witness and service to which all Christians
are called. Living out their baptismal commitment by
responding to the Lord®o
dedicated men and women have built up the ecclesial Body
of Christ. In caring for the unfortunate, nursing the sick,
sheltering the homeless, educating the young and old and
standing for peace and social justice, they have successfully
shared the Gospel values and our unique American
Catholic heritage.

Beyond the active ministry, our contemplative
communities have empowered the evangelical witness of
the Church by their prayers, self-sacrifice and total
dedication. Their houses of prayer and praise stand as
centers of grace and divine blessings.

Opver the years, the Annual Retirement Fund for
Religious Collection presents us with a two-fold
opportunity. It enables us to show our gratitude for all
their labors, borne at times with difficulty, as well as
helping to provide for their practical needs. Caring for the
increasing number of retired and aged religious becomes a
responsibility to be shared by all of us who have benefitted
Our
religious

so greatly from their lives of selfless devotion.
especially important
congregations face the increasing burdens of these
unsteady economic times.

I ask you, therefore, to support generously our
religious brothers and sisters in this Retirement Fund for
Religious Collection scheduled for next weekend,
December 10 and 11.
remember them with gratitude in our daily prayers.

assistance s as  our

Let us likewise continue to

Gratefully and with best wishes in Jesus Christ,

Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

ma

Schedule

Liturgical Ministers (Altar Servers, Greeters, Lecto
Ministers of Holy Communionare reminded to contact
Brandon Artm an no later than next Thursday,
December 15, if you need any dates off in January
(this includes December 31 and JanuaryIf)we do
not hear from you, we will assume you are
available for any Mass. Please emalil
BrandonA@saintmatthias.org or call 610-664-0207.

My Christmas Gift to My Parish

N Ak vd ®ntinQef in odr Bedond century as a Parish, we
look back over our first 100 years and are greatly
amazed at the generosity of our Parishionerst especially
in the Christmas collection. 51 years ago our
BafisRiondsiwdréasked %o tddndte 100iBthis oftedtibn
{ and many did. Just consider what $100 could have

ht in 1960 and what it buys in 2011. If $100 was an

should you be considering today? May w e ask you to
consider $150as your Christmas gift to your Parish.

Some Parishioners donate in the form of appreciated
stock or mutual fund shares. Remember that this type of
donation not only qualifies for an income tax deduction,
but may also have other tax advantages.

Thank you for whatever generosity you are able to give
this year at Christmas. Thank you for your on-going
generosity throughout the year, especially in these very

bou .
Cao&jpt!able IEV& for Fn&teparis‘hic?nérs' b&ER in01§'66, wh(ljlt

difficult economic times!

A small Christmas gift has been prepared for all
Liturgical Ministers i Altar Servers and Senior
Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters, Lectors,
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 1 as
well as our Parish Volunteers i HOPE Captains and
Drivers, Counters, Church Cleaners, Knitters and
PREP teachers i as a thank you for your continued
dedication to our Parish. You are invited to pick up
your gift in the sacristy today before or after Mass.

St J 0 h n 8 Mondhy) Bepeimlse£]9
Please remember to bring your casseroles t
Everyone is encouraged to make a casserole, freeze it in
a disposable foil pan (located in the Church vestibules),
then place it in the gym lobby on the third Monday of
each month. Many thanks to those who cook to ensure
that our areab6s homel ess h

D the

ave

Our 201 2 Parish Calendars are here and can be
picked up at the Church doors. Thank you to
Stretch Funeral Home in Havertown for their
annual donation of these calendars to our
Parish.

ARCHBI SHOP CHAPUTO6S BOOK
We have a small supply of Archbishop Chap ut 6 s
Living the Catholic Faith, Rediscovering the Basics.
It is a truly inspiring work on living our Catholic Faith
today. At a cost of $10, Hi s
the perfect Christmas gift at a reasonable price.
Stop by the Sacristy after Mass to pick up your copy.

0758 St. Matthias




We Value the Gift of Life
Nine Weeks after Conception

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones f
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates a
scripture verses. It is a popular column iparish bulletins,
We began the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2.

Dear Spiritual Friends, | was conceived nine weeks ago a
continue to grow very rapidly. | n three weeks, | will be
twice as big! | am about 2 % inches long and hav
fingernails. While my gender was determined at my
conception, now it may be possibléo tell whether | am a
boy or girl by looking at me. My mother is noticing more
changesin her body, too. Please pray to Our Lady @

rom
nd

D

Please remember in your prayers our troops serving
at home and abroad. We pray for their safety and
security as they bravely continue to serve our country.

Catholic College Scharships Available!

At Thomas More College in Merrimack, NH (one hour
MA), you will find an academic
community that is dedicated to providing a Catholic
They are now accepting

north of Boston,

education that is affordable.
applications and essay submissso from high school

seniors for their 2012 Faith and Reason Essay Contest.

This contest will award over $100,000 in scholarship
Deadline is January 27,

funds to incoming freshmen.

f 2012. Information: www.ThomasMoreCollege.edar
x h BPOABERB3EE
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Confessions and Mass with Archbishop Chaput
Archbishop Chaput hears confessions and celebrates
Mass each Sunday at the Cathedral Basilica of SS.
Peter and Paul. Confessions are heard at 5:30 PM
and Mass is celebrated at 6:30 PM. All are invited!
Each of Archbi shop

downloaded at www.archphila.org.

Rachel 6 s Welps any@ae Hurting from the
spiritual and emotional pain of an abortion. Call
(215) 906-6337. All contacts are confidential.
Website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Operation Santa Claus
Young Adults is proud to sponsor the 44 Operation
Santa Claus Archdiocesan giftgiving program.
Many opportunities are available.
www.oyya.org or 215-965-4635.

Chaj

The Office for Youth and

Information:

For more information on vocations to the Sacred
Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
please visit www.HeedTheCall.org or call the
Archdiocesan Vocations Office at 610-667-5778.

Please continue to pray for our Seminarians,

for those currently discerning a vocation,
and for an increase in vocations to the Sacred Priesth

o0od.

Catholic Social Services is looking for single or married
adults to become foster parents to children of all ages

and races. There is a special need for families who can

provide care to teenagers, a population that needs love,
guidance and support as they move into adulthood.
To learn more about becoming a foster parent, please
call Melissa: 215587-2458.

Catholic Relief Setvices 0 Fair Trade Event. Come do your
Christmas shopping and benefit the poor of the world. Held at
Saint Margaret School Cafeteria, 227 Narberth Ave., Natberth
December 10 at 6 PM and December 11, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM.

John W. Hallahan High School and Roman Catholic High
School present Les Miserables School Editidetember 9, 10,
16 and 17 at 7 PM and December 11 at 2:30 PM. Information:

2 13-36368980, ext. B2 mi | i e s can b

Bless the Baby Jesus Advent Devotion. Mass at 11 AM at the
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul on Sunday,
December 18, followed by the Bless the Baby Jesus devotion.
At the conclusion of Mass, Bishop Timothy Senior will bless
statues and images of the Baby Jesus. Infant clothing and
formula will be collected for Catholic Social Services.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Matried? You ate a role
model for society and for your family. Renew, refresh and
deepen your marriage. Our next weekend will be January 27-29.
Information: 1-800-456-8330.

Marriage Help. Retrouvaille is a Catholic-based program to
help marriages that are stressed or in trouble. Retrouvaille has
helped countless married couples in all stages of disillusionment
or misery in their marriage, and can help your marriage too. The
next program will be February 10-12 at Saint Joseph in the Hills
Malvern Retreat House. Information: 1-800-470-2230.

ocese of
Conference. Saturday, March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan
High School. Doors open at 7:45 AM. Keynote speakers
include Immaculee Ilibagiza (survivor of the Rwandan genocide),
Tim Staples (Catholic apologist), Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers
(EWTN host) and Fr. ]. Brian Bransfield (Executive Director,
Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis, USCCB).

Archdi

Attention High School Teens (grades 9-12)!
The annual Archdiocesan Teen Convocation will be held on
Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM at
Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor. Father Augustino
Torres, CFR will be the keynote presenter. There will be special
music by Mark Griswold, breakout sessions, Eucharistic
Adoration and exhibitors. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop
Mclntyre.  Open to all high school teens (grades 9-12).

Information: www.archphila.org/catechetical or 215-587-3760.
0758 St. Matthias
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Save the date!



