Saint Matthias Parish

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue

' . Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

Third Week of Advent

Website: www.saintmatthias.org

Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org

Rectory: 610-664-0207 bd Fax: 610-664-3559

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil Mass .........cceeuuen. 5:00 p.m. Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday ............ 7:30 a.m. ; Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m.
Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken ......... Pastor
Reverend J A. Grant é é é Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest Reverend Charles E. Gormleyé . . Retired Priest
Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura Director of Parish Qutreach ........................ Peggy Haley
Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman
Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley Religious Education Office: 64541942

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is
business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to administered Sundays at 11:30 am. Arrangements are to be
3:00 p.m. Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during | Made in advance at the Rectory. Sponsors must be approved

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday throu gh Thursday. by a letter from their respective Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard

NEw PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish! . :
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment.

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made
eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation | jth one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the
must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are required.

Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m.
APPOINTMENTS: The Parish Priests are most willing to be of and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

service to all. You are asked to arrange an appointment in

advance with the Priest you wish to see. PARISH PASTORAL CoOUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:
Sick CaLLs: Emergencies + Please call the Rectory. Brandon Artmasofiicig)Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andre

Hospital Visitation + The Parish Priests will be happy to visit Gerardi, Peggy Healefficig)Joann Leonard, Peggg(Ssaretary)
any Parishioner who is hospitalized. Please contact the | Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John
(exofficig)Dennis Zak, Therese Traia@fe Council representative).

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory.
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DECEMBER 11,2011
Thir d Sunday of Advent
Gaudet e Sunday

|Mass nfentions

FOR THE WEEK €N

Saturday, December 10, 2011 & Vigil, Thid Sunday of Advent
*5:00 Hon. Vincent A. Cirillo / William V. Hyland, Jr.

Sunday, December 11, 2011 8 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 For Our Parishioners

*10:30 The Sando Family

7:00 Clare Zearfoss

Monday, December 12, 2011 § Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:30 Dr. Oscare DiGiacomo

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 & Saint Lucy
7.30  Theresa Cooney

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 & St. John of the Cross
7.30  Special Intentions of Alison Burdo

Thursday, December 15, 2011 8§ Advent Weekday
7.30  Alice & Charles Streibig

Friday, December 16, 2011 8 Advent Weekday
7:30 Florence V. Lamb & 30t Anniversary

Saturday, December 17, 2011 § LateAdvent Weekday
800  Armand A. Brignola & 10t Anniversary
*5:00 Teller & Tiers Families

Sunday, December 18, 2011 8 Fourth Sunday of Advent

*8:30 Margaret McGettigan, Daniel McGettigan,
Albert & Donna Straus and Janet Clark

10:30  Rose Marie Connor

7:.00  For Our Parishioners

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.

Priest-Celebrant Schedule: December 17 / 18
5:.00 Father Grant

8:30  Father Gormley

10:30  Monsignor McCulken

7:00  Father Grant

H.O.P.E. { Helping Other Peoplein Emergencies
The H.O.P.E. Captainfor December 11+ December 17 is
Elana Nolan: 484-410-8724. Please call Monday if you
need a ride or shopping help during th e week.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini,
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams,
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli,
Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette
Butl er, Rita
Angelina Ciarlello, Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs,
John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo
Zambino, Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti
and Cat her.i Wealso@rayGam thaseovho are
served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House. If
you wish to have

Sick List.

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near the
statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn
for special intentions. If you wish to have one of these
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the
Priests to put your name on the list in the Sacristy.
The Donation for these candles is $10. Thi s
are lit for; Our Youth, Marriage & Family, and Special
Intention.

DOANdr ea, Joe

someoneds
Rectory. Kindlyfyitite Rectory when a name should be removed f

weekods

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTIONS

THIS WEEKEND: RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

By 2019, it is projected that retired religious will
outnumber wage-earning religious by nearly four to one.
Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps
ensure that elderly Catholic sisters, brothers and religious
order priests receive the care they so richly deserve, now
and in the future. Pl e @
collection.

NEXT WEEKEND 0 CATHOLIC EDUCATION COLLECTION
The Catholic Education Collection is used to support the
various educational projects of the Parish, in particular, it
underwrites the costs of our PREP program and the
subsidies we as a Parish provide for our children attending
Catholic grade and high schools.

A S

The Collection for December 3/4: § 7,054
Thank You

For Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity!

Mass Intentions

The 2012 Parish Mass Bookwill open tomorrow ¢
Monday, December 12. Please stop by or contact
the Rectory office to arrange for Masses.
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the Pastor

COTrinnnaer
Dear Friends,

At the mid-point (already) of Advent, we
rejoice on this Gaudete Sunday in the nearness of our
Lord Jesus Christ to us in His Church and we ask for

the help of the Holy Spirit to enable us to prepare the

way of the Lasdwve eagerly await His second coming
in glory.

The Christmas celebrations are in full swing
here in our Parish. | purposely avoided the term
ohol i datyors forcwe areecalb aboat the Birth
of Christ not simply the winter solstice, the holidays
or some other kind of celebration.

The children enjoyed a good time at their
Christmas OFun Fest o

on

Advent Mass for Healing

Come experience the healing power of God i
a special Advent Mass for Healing here at Sai
Matthias Church this Tuesday, December 13 at
7:00 PM. In the Sacrifice of the Mass, we join ou
sacrifices with Jesus. From Jesus we receive gra
healing and strength. At this Mass, we will unite ou
prayers for one another, for those who are sick, fo
those who are struggling, for thosewith any need.
We will pray for strength and healing in mind, body
and spirit. Please plan to join us, and invite you
friends and neighbors to come and pray with us a
well. A wonderful help to prepare us for Christmas.

Please do not confuse this oppaunity with
our annual celebration of the Anointing of the Sick

Mass on the Feast of Saint Matthias in May. We wi

not be celebrating the Sacrament of the Anointing @
the Sick on December 13 but offering Mass for thog

sgeking ealing eitbey fer fnemgelps or otherse Weg

—
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(is singing) sang for the 5 pm Mass and (will enjoy) have a powerful gift in the Eucharist, our Lord Jesus
enjoyed a Christmas gathering together afterwards, Christ.

our BBBds will have a delTighttful Christmas T unc!l
after the 10: 30 am Mas X aEld, we st hav-e W 0
weeks to Christmas Day. dvent Evening Frayer _

Please be sure to read the insert from the Join .Ol'JI’ priests in praying Evening Prayer on the
Pastoral Council meeting of November. This is the remaining Thursdays of Advent ¢ December 15 and
second in a series. It will keep you posted on the 22 at 5:15 PM in our Church. Stop in on the way
in-depth  discussions taking place here, and home from work, or come before preparing supper
throughout the Archdiocese, around Pastoral for a brief period of time in Church to pray one of the
Planning. Any questions or insights, please contact " 1 U U bldegtprayers, Evening Prayer, a part of the
any of the Council members or myself. Liturgy of the Hours. The Liturgy of the Hours is a

rich single prayer resource of the Church. It provides
God bless you, God love you, prayers, psalms and meditation for various hours of
Monsignor McCulken every day. It has existed from the earliest times, to

fulfill the Lord's command to pray without ceasing.

The Apostolic Constitution Canticum Laudis states,

23T 1T wxUUxOUI e Officauib to Isanctifp thed| O

day and all human activity. [It is] the prayer not only

Ol wOT T wEOTI UT awEUOwWOI wlOiT 1 whT ¢

oBaby Boomers and
Christmas Luncheon
TODAY, December 11 after 10:30 AM Mass
We invite those aged 55+ to join us for a delicious
Christmas luncheon in the Parish Center.
Come meet up with old friends or make
some new ones! A special invitation is

extended to our newer parishioners!

B ¢

Schedule

BI_}{td?gn:aﬁI Rlinisters (Altar Servers, Greeters, Lector
Ministers of Holy Communionare reminded to contact
Brandon Artman no later than this Thursday,
December 15, if you need any dates off in Januar
(this includes December 31 and January. 1j we do
not hear from you, we will assume you are
available for any Mass. Please emall
BrandonA@saintmatthias.orgor call 610-664-0207.

0758 St. Matthias



THE HIGHLANDERS

Come and join the Highlanders as we celebrate the
Christmas season this Wednesday, December 14 at
1:30 PM in the Parish Center. Partake in holiday
refreshments and seasonal music. Everyone is
welcome. Hope to see you there!

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
ADVENT, 2011

Saturday, December 17 at 3:30 PM
Wednesday, December 21 from 7 - § PM
Confessions will NOT be heard on Christmas Eve

Many Catholics go to confession regularly as
part of their spiritual journey with Christ. It is a practice
which the saints and the Church have encouraged
throughout our history. As a preparation for Christmas,
Confession is a singularly valued way to prepare.
Although we shop, bake, mail and party throughout
December, we know there is a deeperreason for all this
activity. Christmas is more than decorating the house
and setting the table. We want to prepare our hearts
and souls so that the King of Kings will find in them a
home.

Saint Matthias sets aside extra time for
confessions in Advent. All three priests will be available
for confession this Saturday at 3:30 PM and on
Wednesday, December 21 from 7 to 8 PM. Also, you
may call the Rectory and ask for an appointment to have
your confession heard. Some people do thiswho are
unable to come when the parish confessions are
scheduled.

+1T OwlUwUI T w&OEzUwl 06U a
weakness, confess our sins and rejoice in the grace of

w E

forgiveness.

Parish Census Forms are slowly being returned. So
far, 165 families have returned their updated
information and have generously included a donation to
the Parish. Thank you! If you have not yet sent in your
census form, please consider doing so as soon as
possible.

Congratulations and Welcomeur new Alta

Servers who were commissioned at the 10:30

Mass last Sunday.
Paul DeSouza
Theodore Eisenstein
Elizabeth Graham
Lauryn Holgado
Christopher Hyland

Eva Elizabeth Krau
Amelie Lemay
Jason McCollough
Andres Moreno
Sophia Wakeley

S

Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection

Now through January 8", Our annual Christmas
collection of baby clothes will go to help Birthright, an
organization that helps mothers and their newborn
infants. Please leave your gift at the Advent wreath in
front of Saint Josephdés altar as
birth of the Christ Child.

we

Aid For Friends 80 Gi f t s o fThis\gghe 27t h 0
year of our annual 0Gi ft
handicapped and isolated friends. We are asking for
donations @ cardigan sweaters, flannel shirts, pajamas,

robes, socks, slippers @ unwrapped, for men or women.

Each friend will receive one or two of these gifts.
Baskets will be in the vestibules of the Church through
December 18th for your gifts. Offerings in the poor box

on the weekend of December 18t will also be given to

Aid for Friends. We are deeply grateful for your help.

Christmas Cards for the Homebound and those

in Nursing Homes. Please take the names of a few
of your fellow Parigieos and send them a Christmas
card, reminding them they are in the thoughts a
prayers of their Parish during this holy season. |
some, yours may be the only card they receive 1
year. Names are in baskets at the doors of the Cht
Your thoughtiness and kindness are appreciated.

Our 2012 Parish Calendars are here and can be picked
up at the Church doors. Thank you to Stretch Funeral
Home in Havertown for their annual donation of these
calendars to our Parish.

Uwbi whfy ORHMSIGEH td My PEtiR

AlMt this type of donation not only qualifies for an

As we continue in our second century as a
Parish, we are grateful for our first 100 years and are
greatly amazed at the generosity of our Parishioners ¢
especially in the Christmas collection. To continue
our legacy and to help our parish thrive in the fu ture
your generous and sacrificial gift is truly needed.
May we ask you to consider $150 as your Christmas
gift to your Parish.

Some Parishioners donate in the form of
appreciated stock or mutual fund shares. Remember

income tax deduction, but may also have other tax
advantages.

Thank you for whatever generosity you are
able to give this year at Christmas. Thank you for
your on-going generosity throughout the vyear,
especially in these very difficul t economic times!

0758 St. Matthias
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A small Christmas gift has been prepared for all
Liturgical Ministers i Altar Servers and Senior
Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters,
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion 7 as well as our Parish Volunteers i
HOPE Captains and Drivers, Counters, Church
Cleaners, Knitters and PREP teachers T as a
thank you for your continued dedication to our
Parish. You are invited to pick up your gift in the

Saint Matthias Parishioners Doing GO 0 d €

On November 18, a group of 12 men and women
spent the morning doing a very thorough pre-
Thanksgiving cleaning of our Church. We are most
grateful to the new comers and veterans who give
so selflessly to bea
service is a hallmark of our parishioners.

u t

+++++++

sacristy today before or after Mass.
HEILRP

IWANTED

Once again we are looking for volunteers to
help clean and decorate our Church for
Christmas. Please come on Saturday,
December 24 at 850 AM. We should be
finished by 11:00 AM. Thank you!

| b ) A
[P 3 | o

On November 19, members of the Saint Matthias
Council of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society
volunteered to serve lunch to and prepare the
Thanksgiving meal for

ARCHBI SHOP CHAPUT®S BOO
We have a small supply
book, Living the Catholic Faith, Rediscovering the
Basics. It is a truly inspiring work on living our
Catholic Faith today. At a cost of $10, His
Excell encyds book Chrestmas
gift at a reasonable price. Stop by the Sacristy
after Mass to pick up your copy.

Hospice, a homeless shelter for men, in Center
CtAr chbi shop Chaputés

K
of

a St . John éMonddyg Bepeimltercl9
|\ Please remember to bring your casseroles to tt
t frveryo @ ¢ngowraged to make a casserole, freeze it in

a disposable foil pan (located in the Church vestibules),
then place it in the gym lobby on the third Monday of
each month. Many thanks to those who cook to ensure

t hat our areads homel ess have

We Value the Gift of Life
TenWeeks after Conception

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones 1
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates a
scripture verses. It is a popular column in parish bulleti
Webegan the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2.

Hello Spiritual Friends, my life started at my conceptio
ten weeks ago and every orgamystem is in place.My little

feet are perfectly shaped and | have my own disting

fingerprints. It is now possible to hear my heartbeat with

a Fetal Doppler Heart Monitorand | am moving so much.

I mimic breathing with my lungs and will even grasp af
object placed in my hand.l open my mouth and wiggle my
fingers and toes. My mother is not bothered by morning
sickness as much now. Please pray to Our Lady @
Guadalupe whose feast day is tomorrow, for us.
B4EARA AARCETTEIC 1 & xEOATI

formed withOE A AA E O E £O(Siraéhil:12D E A

If you are unable to join the Communion

om | Procession at Mass on Sundays because of

nd
ns.

physical limitations, we encourage you to sit in
the red chairs in fraq
The priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy

nt

Communion will bring the Eucharist to you. If

—

you need to remain at the back of Church in your
pew, please inform one of the Greeters before
Mass, and they will arrange for Holy Communion
to be brought to you. Thank you.

=

Feeling ill? If you are feeling ill, you are asked to
EO plebargfraiin frem @Geeiing thie Bradious Bligad Argm
« T | Atkegchalice.

EO
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An Advent Prayer
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment

In which the Son of God was born
Of the most pure Virgin Mary,
At midnight, in Bethlehem,

In the piercing cold.

In that hour, Hear, O Lord,
And grant my request. Amen.

Bless the Baby Jesus Advent Devotion. Mass at
11 AM at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and
Paul next Sunday, December 18, followed by the
Bless the Baby Jesus devotion. At the conclusion of
Mass, Bishop Timothy Senior will bless statues and
images of the Baby Jesus. Infant clothing and
formula will be collected for Catholic Social Services.

Bereavement Support Group

Companions in Grief meets the third Wednesday of
every month, September through June, at Our Mother of
Good Counsel Church on Pennswood Roadn Bryn Mawr
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The next meeting is December

19. Informat ion: Maryjo Walheim at 610-667-6866.

Christmas Concert at Saint Denis Church in
Havertown & Saturday, December 17 at 7:30 PM
featuring the Saint Denis Baroque String Ensemble,
the Blue Bell Brass Quartet and the Saint Denis Adult
Choir
Prepare to Receivaridiother seasonal music, as well
as Christmas carols.  Free-will offering will be
received.

perf oMessiadth o Haedse| O

Sanctuary, a liturgical music ensemble from
Villanova University directed by Dan Mason, will
perform a Winter Concert next Sunday, December 18
at 4.00 p.m. at Saint Raphaela Center, 616
Coopertown Road, Haverford. For more information,
please call 610-642-5715.

Saint Matthias Parish
Christmas Mass Schedule

Saturday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
s 5:00 p.m. Mass Monsignor McCulken

£ 7:00 p.m. Mass Father Grant
Midnight Mass  Monsignor McCulken&. Parish Priests
(choral and instrumentgprelude at 11:30 p.m.)

*

0 Holy Night

Sunday, December 25 — Christmas Day
8:30 a.m. Mass Father Grant

10:30 a.m. Mass Father Gormley
%XLE[Z\“M There will be NO 7 PM Mass on December 25

Saturday, December 31 — Mary, Mother of God (Vigil)

GMARY, /| 5:00 p.m. Mass

Monsignor McCulken

Sunday, January 1 — Mary, Mother of God
8:30 a.m. Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass
7:00 p.m. Mass

Father Gormley
Monsignor McCulken
Father Grant

The Beatitudes of Advent

1 Blessed are the poor in spirit. We can give
ourselves the gift of spending time in prayer, aware

Ol wOUUwWOT 1 Ewi OUw&OEZz Uwx (1

the gifts of our full attention and participation at the
liturgy.

1 Blessed are those who mourn. During the holidays,
loss is particularly difficult. Reach out to others to
comfort those who mourn. If you are mourning,
allow others to minister to you.

1 Blessed are the meek. Impatience and rudeness can
peak during these days. Practice gentleness
patience, helpfulness and courtesy.

1 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness. Take time to pay attention to those
who endure injustice or poverty in our world. Try
to take a practical step to help in at least one of these
situations.

1 Blessed are the merciful. Ask or extend forgiveness
for an old grudge or argument; seek healing and
peace with family and friends. Celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

1 Blessed are the pureinheart. EYI OUz U&®
focus is a good time to deal with bad habits or traits
that begin in our hearts: pride, anger, jealousy...
Re-focus on being a faithful follower of Jesus.

71 Blessed are the peacemakers. As we prepare for the
Prince of Peace, make peace in your ownlife; share
it with others.

1 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness. $ YI OQwpi 1 OwbUz Uw §
UUEOCEw Uxw I OUw PT EUzUw UD
advocates for justice.

5 b
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