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[oarth Week of Advent

Website:

Email:

U 128 Bryn Mawr Avenue

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

www.saintmatthias.org

matthias@saintmatthias.org

Rectory: 610-664-0207 £S Fax: 610-664-3559
Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil Mass .........ccccuuuen. 5:00 p.m. Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday ............ 7:30 a.m. ; Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m.
Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken .......... Pastor
Reverend J. A. Grant ......... Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest Reverend Charles E. Gormley ......... Retired Priest
Parish Business Manager .................c......... John J. Yura Director of Parish Outreach ....................... Peggy Haley
Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman
Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley Religious Education Office: 64541942

REecCTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for
business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during
business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

NEw PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!
Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.
A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of
eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation
must be registered and be an active member of the Parish.

APPOINTMENTS: The Parish Priests are most willing to be of
service to all. You are asked to arrange an appointment in
advance with the Priest you wish to see.

SiIcKk CALLS: Emergencies ¢ Please call the Rectory.
Hospital Visitation + The Parish Priests will be happy to visit
any Parishioner who is hospitalized. Please contact the
Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are to be
made in advance at the Rectory. Sponsors must be approved
by a letter from their respective Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the
date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are required.
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:
Brandon Artmasofiicig)Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andre
Gerardi, Peggy Haleticig)Joann Leonard, Peggy (Saegry)
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John
(exofficig)Dennis Zak, Therese Traia@fe Council representative).

DECEMBER 18, 2011 — FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT




D ECEMBER 18 2011 H.O.P.E. { Helping Other People in Emergencies
! The H.O.P.E. Captain for December 18 ¢ December 24 is
Fourth Sunday of Advent P

Juanita Harmon: 215-477-9992. Please call Monday if
Mass Intentions for the Week

you need a ride or shopping help during the week.
Saturday, December 17, 2011 8 Vigil, FourttSunday of Advent
*5:00 Teller & Tiers Families

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: FElsie Wade,
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini,
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams,
iundav. December 18, 201.16F0urth S.unday of Ad'vent Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne
8:30  Margaret McGettigan, Daniel McGettigan, Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli,

Albert &.Donna Straus and Janet Clark Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette
10:30  Rose Marie Connor Butler, Rita DG&AnNGU radrmaBated 0 e
7:00 For Our Parishioners Angelina Ciarlello, Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs,
John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo
Zambino, Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti
and Cat her i Wealso@@yGm® thddeOvho.are
served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House. If
you wish to have someoneds na¢
Rectory. Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be remoy
Sick List.

Monday, December 19, 2011 & Late Advent Weekday
7:30 Eileen McClure

Tuesday, December 20, 20118 Late Advent Weekday
7:30 Dr. J. Richard Houston

Wednesday, December 21, 2011 & Late Advent Weekday/St. @atésius
*7:30 In Memoriam: Cathleen M. Jaeger

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near the

Thursday, December 22, 2011 5 LateAdvent Weekday statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn

7:30 In Memory of Nicholas Chovanes for special intentions. If you wish to have one of these
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the

Friday, December 23, 2011 5 LateAdvent Weekigty John of Kanty Priests to put your name on the list in the Sacristy.

7:30 Anthony Posca The Donation for these candles is $10. Thi s wee k & s
are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, and Special

Saturday, December 24, 2011 &§ LateAdvent Weekday Intention.

8 AM  For Our Parishioners

*5 PM Dan & Agnes McKeever, James McKeever,
Regina McKeever and Thomas Hutchinson

7PM  Jeanne Palladino

Midnight For Our Parishioners

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTIONS

THIS WEEKEND 0 CATHOLIC EDUCATION COLLECTION
The Catholic Education Collection is used to support the

Sunday, December 25, 20113 The Nativity of the Lord various educational projects of the Parish, in particular, it

%8:30  Samuel & Catherine Carr underwrites the costs of our PREP program and the
*16.30 John F. & Helen McDevitt subsidies we as a Parish provide for our children attending
NO 7 PM MASS ON CEIRISTMAS DAY Catholic grade and high schools.

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program. . . . . .
Advent Evening Prayer Join our priests in praying

Priest-Celebrant Schedule: December 24 / 25 Evening Prayer this Thursday, December 22, at
5:00 PM  Monsignor McCulken 5:15 PM in our Church. Stop in on the way home
7.00 PM  Father Grant from work, or come before preparing supper for a
Midnight Monsignor McCulken & Parish Priests br_i.ef"p(‘ariAoq of 'time in Church to pray one of the

(11:30 PMhoral & strumental prélude " 1 U U oldestiprayers, Evening Prayer, a part of the
8:30 AM  Father Grant Liturgy of the Hours. The Liturgy of the Hours is a
10:30 AM  Father Gormley rich single prayer resource of the Church. It provides
There will be NO 7 PM Mass on December 25 prayers, psalms and meditation for various hours of

every day. It has existed from the earliest times, to

- - . fulfill the Lord's command to pray without ceasing.
Because of early bulletin deadlines, collecfion t?LiaI' ?or pray g

I
i % li . . L .
December 17/18, 24/25 sriber 31/Janus ry 1 e "Apostolic Constitution Canticum audis states,

" i th P31 T wxU0UxOUT woOil wiOT T w#dDYDOI u
will appear in the January 8 Diéth.YouFor day and all human activity. [It is] the prayer not only

Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity! Ol woOT i WEOT UT AWEUOWOT woii wpi ¢
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the Pastor

COrner
Dear Friends,

Next Sunday we celebrate the Birth of Jesus
Christ! The purists among liturgists encourage us to
hold the Christmas carols until Christmas Day, the
Octave days of Christmas and the Christmas season
which comes to an end only on the feast of the
Baptism of our Lord (January 9, 2012). For Church
celebrations, this indeed makes perfect sense as it
enables us to remain focused on Advent and then on
Christmas before beginning the cycle of Ordinary
Time or Sundays of the Year.

However, for our personal listening, and may
I suggest encouragement, in these days, it seems only
proper and most helpful that we block out the
commercial music and jingles that accompanies us in
the shopping malls and other places of business to
listen (perhaps sing along with) the
Traditional = Christmas Carols and traditional
Christmas music. They lift up our hearts, fill us with
wonder and awe at the birth of the God-Man and
allow our spirit to be touched by God who is
Emmanuel, the God-with-us.

In the Hallelujah Chqrugandel gloriously
captures the glory and majesty of the God-Man who
is King of kings and Lord of lords, who reigns over

to even

the World and the Universe, who seeks to reign in
our hearts and lives as well. The music and the lyrics
soar and fill us to overflowing.

But Pope Benedict XVI so beautifully
reminds us that, 0God
help and in poverty. Exactly the same sign has been
given to usé Godds si
that He makes Himself small for us. This is how He
reigns. He does not come with power and outward
splendor. He comes as a baby @ defenseless and in
need of our help.
of gifts in imitation of God who has given Himself to
us. Let us allow our heart, our soul, and our mind to
be touched by this fact ! 0 Thus may
yours, for each of us and for all the world.

God bless you, God love you,
Monsignor McCulken

0s

gn

éChri

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
ADVENT, 2011

Wednesday, December 21 from 7 — 8 PM
Confessions will NOT be heard on Christmas Eve

Many Catholics go to confession regularly as
part of their spiritual journey with Christ. It is a practice
which the saints and the Church have encouraged
throughout our history. As a preparation for Christmas,
Confession is a singularly valued way to prepare.
Although we shop, bake, mail and party throughout
December, we know there is a deeper reason for all this
activity. Christmas is more than decorating the house
and setting the table. We want to prepare our hearts
and souls so that the King of Kings will find in them a
home.

Saint Matthias sets aside extra time for
confessions in Advent. All 3 of our priests will be
available for Confessions this Wednesday, December 21
from 7 to 8 PM. Also, you may call the Rectory and ask
for an appointment to have your confession heard.
Some people do this if they are unable to come when the
parish confessions are scheduled.

+T 0wlUwUIT T w&OEzUwl 006U a

w E

weakness, confess our sins and rejoice in the grace of
HEKLP

forgiveness.
I WANTED

We are looking for volunteers to help clean and
decorate our Church for Christmas. Please
come on Saturday, December 24 at 8:50 AM
We should be finished by 11:00 AM. Thank

youl!

sign

A small Christmas gift has been prepared for all
Igtyrgical Miniptegssi Adtas Sesvaie angd Reaior
Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters,
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion 7 as well as our Parish Volunteers i
tHoPR @apthis Fand YDPivérs, &uflters, Church
Cleaners, Knitters and PREP teachers i as a
thank you for your continued dedication to our
Parish. You are invited to pick up your gift in the
sacristy today before or after Mass.

0758 St. Matthias



My Christmas Gift to My Parish

As we continue in our second century as a
Parish, we are grateful for our first 100 years and are
greatly amazed at the generosity of our Parishioners ¢
especially in the Christmas collection. To continue
our legacy and to help our parish thrive in the future
your generous and sacrificial gift is truly needed.
May we ask you to consider $150 as your Christmas
gift to your Parish.

Some Parishioners donate in the form of
appreciated stock or mutual fund shares. Remember
that this type of donation not only qualifies for an
income tax deduction, but may also have other tax
advantages.

Thank you for whatever generosity you are
able to give this year at Christmas. Thank you for
your on-going generosity throughout the year,
especially in these very difficult economic times!

THANK YOU!

Since our request that you increase your
Sunday offering by $2, if possible, we have been
pleased with the increasing number of parishioners
who have responded positively. Some have doubles
this offeri npgar iesvhean ne
the 7PM Mass have joined in our appeal.

If you have not yet considered increasing your
offering, please try. Every little bit helps keep our
beautiful Church and grounds up to the standards we
all are accustomed to here at Saint Matthias.

Again, Thank Youl

r ro

Parish Census Forms are slowly being returned. So
far, 165 families have returned their updated
information and have generously included a donation to
the Parish. Thank you! If you have not yet sent in your
census form, please consider doing so as soon as
possible.

Our 2012 Parish Calendars are here and can be picked
up at the Church doors. Thank you to Stretch Funeral
Home in Havertown for their annual donation of these
calendars to our Parish.

Are you new to our

Pari sh

yet? Welcome to Saint Matthias! Introduce yourself to

Monsignor McCulken or Father Grant aftdfass, then
come to the Rectory to be registered.

Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection

Now through January 8", Our annual Christmas
collection of baby clothes will go to help Birthright, an
organization that helps mothers and their newborn
infants. Please leave your gift at the Advent wreath in

front of Saint Josephdés alt
birth of the Christ Child.

Aid For Friends 80 Gi f t s o fThiMathe mt h
27"y ear of our annual 0Gif

handicapped and isolated friends. We are asking for
donations @ cardigan sweaters, flannel shirts, pajamas,
robes, socks, slippers O unwrapped, for men or
women. Each friend will receive one or two of these
gifts. This is the last weekend that baskets will be
in the vestibules of the Church for your gifts.
Ofterings in the poor box this weekend will also
be given to Aid for Friends. We are deeply grateful
for your help.

Christmas Cards for the Homebound and those

in Nursing Homes. Please take the names of a few
of your fellw Parishioners and send them a Christm
card, reminding them they are in the thoughts a
prayers of their Parish during this holy season. |
some, yours may be the only card they receive 1
year. Names are in baskets at the doors of the Cht
You thoughtfulness and kindness are appreciated.

cgregml ars at

Pl St . J 0 h n 8 Monddy Bepeinliec19
h \\ " Please remember to bring your casseroles to tt
Everyone is encouraged to make a casserole, freeze it in

a disposable foil pan (located in the Church vestibules),

then place it in the gym lobby on the third Monday of

each month. Many thanks to those who cook to ensure
that our areab6s homeless have

Fa¥

Bereavement Support Group

Companions in Grief meets the third Wednesday
of every month, September through June, at Our Mother
of Good Couwnsel Church on Pennswood Rd. in Bryn
Mawr from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The next meeting is
December 19. Information: Maryjo Walheim at
610-667-6866.

An Advent Prayer
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment
In which the Son of God was born
Of the most pure Virgin Mary,
and/ o Atmidgightip Bethlehem, o ; o+ o/
In the piercing cold.
In that hour, Hear, O Lord,
And grant my request. Amen.

ed
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If you are unable to join the Communion

physical limitations, we encourage you to sit in
the red chairs in
The priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion will bring the Eucharist to you.
If you need to remain at the back of Church in
your pew, please inform one of the Greeters
before Mass, and they will arrange for Holy

Communion to be brought to you. Thank you.

Procession at Mass on Sundays because of

fra

Feeling ill? If you are feeling ill, you are asked to
please refrain from receiving the Precious Blood from
the chalice.

:
Adoration

00 Come, Let

First Wednesday All-Day Eucharistic
Wednesday,
Please sign up for a period of

Adoration with Benediction:
January 4.
adoration on the sheet at the back of Church.
Adoration will begin following the 7:30 a.m. Mass
and will conclude with Benediction of the Most
Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 p.m. The rosary will be
prayed at 8:00 a.m. This month, we extend a
special invitation to our Altar Servers and
Senior Servers.

The response t o
Eucharistic Adoration has been tremendous! There
are several people praying in the Church at all times
Why not take 15, 30, 60
minutes (or more) out of your hectic day to speak

throughout the day.

to the Lord and listen in silence to what He is

saying to you?

nt

May the heart of Jesus, in the Mog BI
Sacrament, be praised, adored and loved jvith
affection, at every moment in all tlestalbeneawd1d,
even to the end of time.

THANK You!!

We have received letter of thanks from Monsignor

Faith thanking our parishioners for your generou
contribution of $2,291 to thesecond collection for
World Mission Sunday.

Sister Ann Provost, RSMsosendsthanks fromMercy
Neighborhood Ministries of Philadelphigahanking our
parish family for being true dmercy neighbors
Thanks to your genasity, we were able to send them
large donation of food and a monetary donation
$827, both from our Thanksgiving Day Mass.

James McDonoughthe Archdiocesan Director of the

Porifical Mis8idn Sécietydr hé PrépHgatién of Atle t

they are hounded from thd@leamtdvent message com

must grow. They remind us why Advent, as a season, is so
vital to understanding the whole of Christian revelation.
The baby born in Bethlehem comes to bring us light and
peace. But to do that, he comes to die for us and rise
again. He comes to deliver us from the evil in ourselves
and in the world that slew Bonhoeffer, and Delp and even
the Son of God himself. Jesus Christ comes to shake
everythingg. May he ¢ ome

The words above were written by Archbishop Chaput in
Advent 2010. Indeed, Advent prepares us for the Birth of
our j_av.ior who comes jn,order to die so that we mi%ht be
set reel atrld Sivﬁ. Our" Xrc bﬁhgpsal 0 %CYu(?Cd these

words in that column written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer,

OWe have

Godds comi
t hat Godods
(Advent) message, taking only the pleasant and ag
and forgetting the seriects tet the God of the worl
near to the people of ol

e§§%qs final week of Advent, let us be sure that our
gephefitns are properly focused and our lives correctly
focused on t he tr hgife deetla
resurrection O so that He will find us ready when He

becomead dvina love a
ng at Christm

qui ckl yl.

A Thought for Adventds
06The world today needs| pe
calamities and emerged from them with the knowledge anc

that those who look tottevill still be preserved by him, evel

es out

an encounter of man with the absolute, the final, the |gospe
the message that Shakdbat in the end, the world shall t
shaken. ©

esuit Hather Alfred Delp wrote those words from his

prison cell se%']oroﬂy before the Third Reich executed himfi

just as it did Dietrich Bonhoefferfi for resistance to
Adol ph Hitlerds regi msut T
theydre the soidian joyraedropewh i c

sl tofo
a s

c 0 mWae gre isdifferemtl tadthea

reeabl
] draw
r |

comes again.
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Sanctuary, a liturgical music ensemble from
Villanova University directed by Dan Mason, will
perform a Winter Concert TODAY O Sunday,
December 18 at 4:00 p.m. at Saint Raphaela Center,
616 Coopertown Road, Haverford. = For more
information, please call 610-642-5715.

Please remember in your prayers our troops serving
abroad. We pray for their safety and security as they
bravely continue to serve our country.

We Value the Gift of Life
ElevenWeeks after Conception

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from

conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and
scripture verses.
We began theeries on Respect Life Sunday, October 2.

Dear Spiritual Friends, | was conceived eleven weeks ago

and continue to grow rapidly. | am twice as big as | was
four weeks ago- about the size of a peachMy little face is
so cute and my ears are now in place My mother is
starting to lose her waist, but she iseating well and
exercising to stay healthy for us.Please pray to Our Lady
of Guadalupewho is the Protectress of the Unborn for mj
mom and me!* AOOO OI 1 A resudkedtiorCand thigl
1 EEAGUITAIGAA xET 1 EOAO AT A AAI
(John11:25)

It is a popular column in parish bulletips.

With your Will, there is a Way. Remembering Saint
Matthias Parish in your will gives you a way to secure
the future of your Parish. Your name will be inscribed
in our Book of Remembrance kept at the Blessed
Mot her 6s Al tar

Confessions and Mass with Archbishop Chaput
Archbishop Chaput hears confessions and celebrates
Mass each Sunday at the Cathedral Basilica of
SS. Peter and Paul. Confessions are heard at 5:30 PM
and Mass is celebrated at 6:30 PM. All are invited!
$EET w Ol w UETEDUT Oxw "1 Ex
downloaded at www.archphila.org.

Some calls are meant

to be answered.

For more information on vocations to the Sacred
Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
please visit www.HeedTheCall.org or call the

E AArchdiocesan Vocations Office at 610-667-5778.

O A OPlease caninuextapraly foriodr SdndnariansA 8|6

for those currently discerning a vocation,

U0z

and for an increase in vocations to the Sacred Priesthood.

A Prayer for Those Away From Their Faith

O God, You love all Your people. You seek out
those who do not know You, those who have
forgotten You, and those who no longer come to
Your banquet table. Heal the hurting, give hope
to the fearful, and grant new faith to those in
doubt. Make us all one in You. We make our
prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.

The Rectory Office will close at 4 PM on Friday,
December 23 and will re-open at 9:00 AM on
Tuesday, December 27.

“Merry Christmas” is our greeting, even when

U1l w Ul EUOEUW POUOEwW UEaUw

We greet each other in the name of Jesus.
?Merry CHRISTmas"” to all.

News From Outside the Parish

Archdiocese of
Conference. Saturday, March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan High
School. Doors open at 7:45 AM. Keynote speakers include
Immaculee Ilibagiza (survivor of the Rwandan gdmacidg)les
(Catholic dpgistDeacon Harold Burke-Sivers (EWTN hostind

Phil adel phi

<8}
O

Father ]. Brian Bransfield (Executive Director, Secretariat of

Evangelization and Catechesis,.USCCB)

Attention High School Teens (grades 9-12)! Save the d3
The annual Archdiocesan Teen Convocation will be held on
Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM at
Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor. Father Augustino
Totres, CFR will be the keynote presenter. , There will be special
music Eb§ MAKUGswO ) Briasud ERiddsW Eucharistic
Adoration and exhibitors. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop
Mclntyre. Open to all high school teens (grades 9 to 12).

Information: www.archphila.org/catechetical or 215-587-3760.

ite!
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