
Saint Matthias Parish 
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E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
              

 
 

R e c t or y :   61 0 -6 64 - 020 7            F a x :   610 -66 4 -3 559      
   

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass .................... 5:00 p.m.   Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Monday – Friday ............ 7:30 a.m.  ;  Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken .......... Pastor 
 

Reverend J. A. Grant ……… Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest              Reverend Charles E. Gormley …...... Retired Priest 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura          Director of Parish Outreach ........................ Peggy Haley 

Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman          Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman 

Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley     Religious Education Office:  610-664-1942 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 
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DECEMBER 25, 2011 
The Nativity of the Lord  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2011 ð Vigil, The Nativity of the Lord 
*5 PM Dan & Agnes McKeever, James McKeever,  

Regina McKeever and Thomas Hutchinson 
7 PM Jeanne Palladino 
Midnight For Our Parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 ð The Nativity of the Lord 
*8:30 Samuel & Catherine Carr 
*10:30 John F. & Helen McDevitt 
NO 7 PM MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Monday, December 26, 2011 ð St. Stephen 
7:30 Anna Duncavage ð 1st Anniversary 
 

Tuesday, December 27, 2011 ð St. John, apostle & evangelist 
*7:30  The Francis X. Diebold Family 
 

Wednesday, December 28, 2011 - The Holy Innocents 
7:30  Jeanne Palladino 
 

Thursday, December 29, 2011 ð 5th Day in the Octave of Christmas/St. Thomas Becket 
7:30 Jim Farrell 
 

Friday, December 30, 2011 ð The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
7:30 William J. Sullivan ð 10th Anniversary 
 

Saturday, December 31, 2011 ð 7th Day in the Octave of Christmas/St. Sylvester 

8:00 Kevin Lherisson 
5:00 Jeanne Palladino 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 ð Mary, Mother of God 
8:30 For Our Parishioners 
10:30 Intentions of Georgette Caplan 
7:00 Intentions of Frances DiAddezio 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  December 31/January 1  
5:00 Monsignor McCulken 

8:30 Father Gormley 

10:30 Monsignor McCulken 

7:00 Father Grant 

 

Because of early bulletin deadlines,  
collection totals for December 17/18, 24/25 

and December 31/January 1  
will appear in the January 8 bulletin. 

Thank You 
For Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity! 

H.O.P.E. ɬ Helping O ther People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for December 25 ɬ December 31 is         

Peggy Haley:  610-664-0207.  Please call Monday if you 

need a ride or shopping help during the week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini, 
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise 
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, 
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne 
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli, 
Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette 
Butler, Rita DõAndrea, Joe Casino, Bob Pelicata, Irma Bates, 
Angelina Ciarlello, Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs, 
John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo 
Zambino, Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti 
and Catherine OõConnor.  We also pray for those who are 

served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House.  If 
you wish to have someoneõs name added to our prayer list, please call the 
Rectory.  Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be removed from the 
Sick List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near the 
statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn 
for special intentions.  If you wish to have one of these 
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the 
Priests to put your name on the list in the Sacristy.               
The Donation for these candles is $10.  This weekõs candles 
are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, and Special 
Intention. 
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My dear parishioners and friends, 
 

 òThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.  
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, é For 
a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion 
rests.  They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-
Forever, Prince of Peace.ó  With these words, Isaiah (late 8th 
century BC) prophesized the birth of our Savior, the 
beginning of Godõs reign, the initiation of our 
redemption in Jesus Christ. 
 Today, darkness still accompanies us in this 
world.  There is the darkness of the financial crisis, the 
struggle of people unemployed and under-employed, the 
wars in the Middle East, the upheaval in various Arab 
countries, the abuse crisis within our Church and our 
society, the dominance of the culture of death, the lack 
of charity and respect across the political spectrum and 
in everyday relationships among people.  Yes, there is 
darkness but as Saint John reminds us, òIn the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. é All things came to be through him, and without him 
nothing came to be.  What came to be through him was life, and 
this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.ó 
 On this day, we remember òthe Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among uséó  Let our hope be strong, 
our faith vibrant, our love active.  Once all the presents 
are opened and the festivities subside, we will still stand 
firm on Jesusõ promise that He is with us until the end 
of time.  And, we will renew, restore, reconcile and be 
healed, by His light and life dwelling within us through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 Thank you for your fine example of faith, hope 
and love here in Saint Matthias Parish.  May we 
continue to seek the Lord together in the Sacraments 
and encourage each other in the ways of Faith.  Let us 
spend quiet moments of prayer at the crib of Jesus, 
filled with wonder and awe, interceding for our needs 
and the needs of our world. 
 

God bless you, God love you é and I love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

 

The Priests of your Parish wish to extend our sincere 
thanks to everyone who dropped off gifts, food and 
goodies as well as sent cards.  Your kindness truly means 
so much to us in this Christmas season.  You and your 
families are remembered in our prayers. 

 
A small Christmas gift has been prepared for all 
Liturgical Ministers ï Altar Servers and Senior 
Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters, 
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion ï as well as our Parish Volunteers ï 
HOPE Captains and Drivers, Counters, Church 
Cleaners, Knitters and PREP teachers ï as a 
thank you for your dedication to our Parish.  Be 
sure to pick up your gift in the sacristy today 
before or after Mass.   

 

My Christmas Gift to My Parish 
 

Please know how truly grateful we are for your 

generous and thoughtful contributions to the 

Christmas collection.  Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated and truly needed to meet the many 

financial demands and obligations that we have at the 

parish.  We realize that all of you are also 

experiencing financial stress in your families and so 

our gratitude is that much greater.  Realizing that 

many families travel to visit relatives for Christmas, 

we trust that they too will remember the parish and 

this important collection when they return home.  

God bless you all!! 

 
Regarding donations to Saint Matthias, some people 
opt to give once a month for the entire month or use 
electronic giving.  For more information about setting 
up an automatic donation plan, please contact your 
bank.  At this end of year time, some donate stocks, 
bonds or other assets.  There are those who donate 
through annuities and estates as well.  Remembering 
Saint Matthias in such ways enables you to be a part 
of the preaching and living of the Gospel and may 
offer you certain tax advantages also.  Thank you for 
your continued sacrificial giving! 

 

Special thanks to all of our Liturgical Ministers ɬ 

Altar Servers, Greeters, Lectors and Ministers of Holy 

Communion ɬ who made our Christmas Liturgies 

very beautiful and inspiring.  Also to our Music 

Ministers ɬ Cantors, Parish Choir led by Dan Mason, 

and Organist & Director of Music, Brandon Artman ɬ 

who added so much joy to our celebrations.  And 

deep gratitude to our Church cleaners and decorators 

who tidied up and decorated our Church so 

beautifully! 
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Good to have you with us! 

Been away from Church?  Come home! 
 

We offer a profound welcome to all our visitors, family 
members and friends of our parishioners who are with 
us to celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!  For some 

of our visitors and friends, perhaps it has been a while 

since you last attended Mass or gone to Confession.  No 

matter how long you may have been away from Church, 

no matter what the reason, you will find a warm 

welcome here at Saint Matthias Parish!  God never 

forces Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do 

we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him. 

 

In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses are at    

5 p.m. on Saturday evening and at 8:30, 10:30 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. on Sundays).  Confessions are heard on 

Saturday, 4:15 p.m., first Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and by 

appointment.  Come, see what Jesus is all about and 

what we strive to be all about.  We are a vibrant 

worshiping and caring community! 

 

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you meet the 

friendly, faith-filled people who are Saint Matthias 

Ǧɭɾɵɿɴ̲ ʃɱ́ɾɱ ɿʁɾɱ ʅɻʁ ʃɵɸɸ ʃɭɺʀ ʀɻ ɷɱɱɼ ɯɻɹɵɺɳ ɮɭɯɷ 

again and again, growing in your relationship with God, 

our loving Father.  If you wish more information on 

coming back to Church, we invite you to visit the 

following website: www.catholicscomehome.org.  If you 

have any questions, or would like to speak to one of our 

priests, call the Rectory, 610-664-0207, or email 

matthias@saintmatthias.org.  

 
 
The Rectory office will be closed on 
Monday, December 26 and will re-open 
on Tuesday, December 27 at 9 AM. 

 
 
Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection 
We will continue to January 8

th
, our annual Christmas 

collection of baby clothes to help Birthright, an 
organization that helps mothers and their newborn 
infants.  Please leave your gift in front of Saint Josephôs 
altar as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. 

 
Blood pressure screenings will take place next 
Sunday on the Rectory porch after the 8:30 &   
10:30 a.m. Masses. 

 
 

òO Come, Let Us Adore Himó 
 

First Wednesday All-Day Eucharistic 
Adoration with Benediction: next Wednesday,    
January 4.  Please sign up for a period of 
adoration on the sheet at the back of Church.  
Adoration begins following the 7:30 a.m. Mass and 
concludes with Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.  The rosary is prayed at 8:00 
a.m.  This month, we extend a special invitation 
to our Altar Servers and Senior Servers.   

The response to our First Wednesdaysõ 
Eucharistic Adoration has been tremendous!  There 
are several people praying in the Church at all times 
throughout the day.  Why not take 15, 30, 60 minutes 
out of your hectic day to speak to the Lord and listen 
in silence to what He is saying to you?  Even on your 
way home from work, stop in and spend some quiet, 
precious moments with Jesus.  You will be surprised 
at how different you will feel afterwards. 

The baby born in Bethlehem today, continues 
to offer Himself humbly to us in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament.  He hides Himself in our Tabernacles as a 
òprisoner of love.ó  He remains among us in the 
Eucharist to offer us the gift of His presence, His 
light, His strength, His help.  Why would we hold 
ourselves back from Him who makes Himself so 
available to us.  Do not hesitate to come and adore 
Jesus, the Baby of Bethlehem, whose Passion and 
Death on Calvary paid the debt of our sins.  He waits 
to embrace you in His love. 

May the heart of Jesus, in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, be praised, adored and loved with grateful affection, 
at every moment in all the tabernacles of the world, even to the 
end of time.   

 

Our 2012 Parish Calendars are here and can be 
picked up at the Church doors.  Thank you to Stretch 
Funeral Home in Havertown for their annual donation 
of these calendars to our Parish. 

 

“Merry Christmas” is our greeting, even when the 

seculaÙɯÞÖÙÓËɯÚÈàÚɯɁ'È××àɯ'ÖÓÐËÈàÚɂȭɯɯWe greet each 

other in the name of Jesus. ɁMerry CHRISTmas”        

to all. 
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If you are unable to join the Communion 

Procession at Mass on Sundays because of 

physical limitations, we encourage you to sit in 

the red chairs in front of Saint Josephõs Altar.  

The priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion will bring the Eucharist to you.         

If you need to remain at the back of Church in 

your pew, please inform one of the Greeters 

before Mass, and they will arrange for Holy 

Communion to be brought to you. 

 

THE PROCLAMATION  
OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

(Roman Martyrology) 
 

Today, the twentyðfifth day of December, 
unknown ages from the time  

when God created the heavens and the earth 
and then formed man and woman in his own image. 

 
Several thousand years after the flood, 

when God made the rainbow shine forth 
as a sign of the covenant. 

 
Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and 

Sarah;  thirteen centuries after Moses  
led the people of Israel out of Egypt. 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth 
 and the Judges;  one thousand years  
from the anointing of David as king;   

in the sixtyðfifth week according  
to the prophecy of Daniel. 

 
In the one hundred and ninetyðfourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fiftyðsecond year from the 

foundation of the city of Rome. 
 

The fortyðsecond year  
of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

the whole world being at peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son  

of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world  
by his most merciful coming, 

being conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and nine months having passed since his conception, 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 

 

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to the flesh. 

A Prayer for the Christmas Season 
 

Lord, grant us the grace of living the Christmas 

Message.  With your help, may we look upon the crib 

with the simplicity of the shepherds, so as to receive the 

joy with which they returned home.  Give us the 

humility and faith with which Saint Joseph looked upon 

the child that Mary had conceived by the Holy Spirit.  

Let us look upon Him with that same love with which 

Mary saw Him and cradled Him in her arms.  We pray 

that in this day the light that the shepherds saw will 

shine upon us as well, and that what the angels sang will 

be accompliÚÏÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯÞÖÙÓËȭɯɯɁ&ÓÖÙàɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɯ

in the highest, and on earth peace among all with whom 

'ÌɯÐÚɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËȭɂɯɯ ÔÌÕȭɯɯ 
 

From the Homily of Pope Benedict XVI,  

Christmas Midnight Mass, 2006 

 
Please remember in your prayers all our troops, 
especially those serving abroad.  We pray for their 
safety and security as they bravely continue to serve 
our country. 
 

Prayer for those serving in the Armed Forces .  Lord 
of Hosts, we commend to your gracious care and 
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at 
home and abroad.  Defend them day-by-day with your 
heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and 
temptations; give them courage to face the perils that 
beset them; and grant them your abiding presence 
wherever they may be; through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Do you know your 
Archdiocesan Metropolitan Tribunal? 

 

The Tribunal is a group of specially-qualified priests, 
sisters and lay people whose responsibility is to come to 
the help of people who have experienced divorce. 
 

When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always 
seeks to balance two realities.  One is the 
unbreakableness of the bond of marriage.  This is Godôs 
law.  It cannot be broken by human intervention.  On the 
other hand, the Church is concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true 
marriage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was 
celebrated, perhaps there was some weakness in the 
consent of the parties involved?  The Annulment 
Procedure addresses this problem without affixing blame 
on either party. 
 

If you are divorced or married outside the Catholic 
Church, please call the Tribunal Office at                   
(215) 587-3750.  All interviews are private. 
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We Value the Gift of Life  
Twelve Weeks after Conception 

 

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from 
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and 
scripture verses.  It is a popular column in parish bulletins.             
We began the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2. 
 

Dear Spiritual Friends, twelve weeks ago, I was conceived.  
I am really moving around now and I change position as 
many as twenty times an hour.  My mother cannot feel me 
yet, but she can see me moving around on an ultrasound.  
If my mom wants to, she could find out if I am a boy or girl. 
My face is so well formed now that it is possible to notice 
family resemblances.  When Our Lady of Guadalupe 
appeared to Saint Juan Diego she asked that a small chapel 
be built at the place of her appearance.  Please pray to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, the Protectress of the Unborn, for my 
mom and me.  ȰFor the spirit of God has made me, the 
ÂÒÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÌÍÉÇÈÔÙ ËÅÅÐÓ ÍÅ ÁÌÉÖÅȢȱ (Job 33:4) 

 
This Friday we celebrate the Feast of 

the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph.  This feast is usually celebrated 

on the Sunday between Christmas      

and January 1.  We offer you this         

Prayer for Families  from Blessed 

John Paul II. 

Lord God, from you every family in heaven and on earth 

takes its name.  Father, you are Love and Life.  Through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman, and through the 

Holy Spirit, fountain of divine charity, grant that every 

family on earth may become for each successive 

generation a true shrine of life and love. Grant that your 

grace may guide the thoughts and actions of husbands 

and wives, for the good of their families and of all the 

families in the world.  Grant that the young may find in 

the family solid support for their human dignity and for 

their growth in truth and love.  Grant that love, 

strengthened by the grace of the sacrament of marriage, 

may prove mightier than all the weakness and trials 

through which our families sometimes pass.  Through 

the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, grant 

that the Church may fruitfully carry out her worldwide 

mission in the family and through the family.  Through 

Christ our Lord, who is the Way, Truth and the Life for 

ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
òFor today in the city of David a savior has been 

born for you, who is Christ and Lord.ó 

 
For more information on vocations to the Sacred 

Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,  

please visit www.HeedTheCall.org or call the 

Archdiocesan Vocations Office at 610-667-5778. 

Please continue to pray for our Seminarians, 

 for those currently discerning a vocation, 

 and for an increase in vocations to the Sacred Priesthood.   

 
Confessions and Mass with Archbishop Chaput 

Archbishop Chaput hears confessions and celebrates 

Mass each Sunday at the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 

and Paul.  Confessions are heard at 5:30 PM and Mass is 

celebrated at 6:30 PM.  All are invited!  Each of 

 ÙÊÏÉÐÚÏÖ×ɯ"ÏÈ×ÜÛɀÚɯÏÖÔÐÓÐÌÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯËÖÞÕÓÖÈËÌËɯÈÛɯ

www.archphila.org.   

 
News From Outside the Parish 

 
Malvern Retreat House will offer an Epiphany Retreat           
for men from January 6-8.  Womenõs Retreats will be held 
January 6-8 and March 16-18.  Newcomers and returning 
retreatants are welcome!  Information:  610-644-0400. 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Married?  You are a role 
model for society and for your family.  Renew, refresh and 
deepen your marriage.  Our next weekend will be January 27-29.  
Information:  1-800-456-8330. 
 
Marriage Help.  Retrouvaille is a Catholic-based program to 
help marriages that are stressed or in trouble.  Retrouvaille has 
helped countless married couples in all stages of disillusionment 
or misery in their marriage, and can help your marriage too.  The 
next program will be February 10-12 at Saint Joseph in the Hills 
Malvern Retreat House.  Information: 1-800-470-2230. 
 
Archdiocese of Philadelphiaõs 2012 Menõs Spirituality 
Conference.  Saturday, March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan 
High School.  Doors open at 7:45 AM.  Keynote speakers 
include Immaculee Ilibagiza (survivor of the Rwandan genocide), Tim 
Staples (Catholic apologist), Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers (EWTN 
host) and Father J. Brian Bransfield (Executive Director, Secretariat of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, USCCB). 
 
Attention High School Teens (grades 9-12)!  Save the date!  
The annual Archdiocesan Teen Convocation will be held on 
Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM at 
Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor. Father Augustino 
Torres, CFR will be the keynote presenter.  There will be special 
music by Mark Griswold, breakout sessions, Eucharistic 
Adoration and exhibitors.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 
McIntyre.  Open to all high school teens (grades 9 to 12).  
Information: www.archphila.org/catechetical or 215-587-3760. 


