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Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass .................... 5:00 p.m.   Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Monday – Friday ............ 7:30 a.m.  ;  Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken  .......... Pastor 
 

Reverend J. A. Grant ééé Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest              Reverend Charles E. Gormley é...... Retired Priest 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura          Director of Parish Outreach ........................ Peggy Haley 

Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman          Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman 

Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley     Religious Education Office:  610-664-1942 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday through  Thursday. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 

 
 

 

JA N U A R Y  1,  2012  –  S O L E M N I T Y  O F  M A R Y ,  M O T H E R  O F  GO D
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J ANUARY 1, 2012 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother  of God  

 

 
 

Saturday, December 31, 2011 ð Vigil, Mary, Mother of God 
5:00 Jeanne Palladino 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 ð Mary, Mother of God 
8:30 For Our Parishioners 
10:30 Intentions of Georgette Caplan 
7:00 Intentions of Frances DiAddezio 
 

Monday, January 2, 2012 ð Ss. Basil & Gregory Nazianzen 
7:30 John D. Dugery, Sr. 
 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 ð Christmas Weekday / the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
7:30  Intentions of Bill Dransfield 
 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 ð St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

7:30  Rev. Monsignor John J. Noone ð 30th Anniversary 
 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 ð St. John Neumann 
7:30 Rev. Luke J. McCabe ð 82nd Anniversary 
 

Friday, January 6, 2012 ð Christmas Weekday / St. Andre Bessette 
7:30 Intentions of Pedro Rodriguez 
 

Saturday, January 7, 2012 ð Christmas Weekday / St. Raymond of Penafort 

8:00 Alice & Charles Streibig 
5:00 Intentions of Corm. Clymer 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2012 ð Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
8:30 Rev. Monsignor Thomas B. Falls ð 53rd Anniversary 
10:30 Josephine Fulton 
7:00 Intentions of Alemayehu-Schaaf Family 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  January 7 / 8  
5:00 Father Grant 

8:30 Father Grant 

10:30 Father Gormley 

7:00 Monsignor McCulken 

 

Because of early bulletin deadlines,  

collection totals for December 17/18, 24/25 

and December 31/January 1  

will appear in the January 8 bulletin. 

Thank You 
For Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity! 

H.O.P.E. ɬ Helping Other People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for January 1 ɬ January 7 is         

Peggy Haley:  610-664-0207.  Please call Monday if you 

need a ride or shopping help during th e week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  

Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, 
Marie D. Fratini, Martha Eckert, Mary Yura 
Selepes, Kristen and Louise Hockel, Carmel 
Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, 
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas 
Liciardella, Jeanne Glick, Nita Dransfield, 

Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli, Carlstein Passarelli, Paul 
Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette Butler, Rita DõAndrea, 
Joe Casino, Bob Pelicata, Irma Bates, Angelina Ciarlello, 
Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs, John Lynch, 
Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo Zambino, 
Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti and 
Catherine OõConnor.  We also pray for those who are 
served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis 
House.  If you wish to have someoneõs name added to our prayer 
list, please call the Rectory.  Kindly notify the Rectory when a name 
should be removed from the Sick List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near 
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three 
candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish to have 
one of these candles burning for your intention you may 
ask one of the Priests to put your name on the list in the 
Sacristy.  The Donation for these candles is $10.  This 
weekõs candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, 
and Mary Massari ð 10th Anniversary. 

 

 

&ÖËɀÚɯÉÓÌÚÚÐÕÎÚ for a safe, happy 

and healthy New Year 2012! 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
NEXT WEEKEND ð ANNUAL FUEL COLLECTION  
Fuel costs for our Parish buildings last year amounted 
to $ 70,225.00.  We are asking each family to be as 
generous as possible in this yearõs Fuel Collection.  
We are grateful for all you do in these difficult times 
to help us with our costs.  Thank you. 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

 From all of us, your priests, and our Parish Staff, to 
each of you and your loved ones, may you have a very blessed 
new year in 2012!   
 We are celebrating today the octave day (the 
eighth day) of Christmas which is known as the 
solemn feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  The joy 
which accompanies the birth of a child is heightened 
as we contemplate the birth of this Child, Jesus, the 
Son of God and the Son of Mary, the Word made 
Flesh. 

We hear today of the shepherds visit to the 
manger; the amazement of all who heard their story; 
of how Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them 
in her heart; of how all were glorifying and praising 
God.  I hope that you have taken time to stop, 
ponder and pray at the manger scene here in Church 
and in your homes. 

By many accounts this year will be filled many 
challenges and difficulties around the world, in our 
country and in our local Church.  These challenges 
and difficulties are on many levels.  But may we assist 
each other in faith, hope and love, especially through 
our prayers, our personal sacrifices, our mutual 
respect and our support for each other and for those 
in need. 

The words of Pope Benedict XVI can help us 
today and in the months ahead: òLet us ask Mary, 
Mother of God, to help us to welcome her Son and, 
in him, true peace.  Let us ask her to sharpen our 
perception so that we may recognize in the face of 
every human person, the Face of Christ, the heart of 
peace!ó  Take time this Wednesday to visit Jesus, 
during our all-day Exposition of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament in Church. 
  

God bless you, God love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

 

Spaghetti Supper     We are currently seeking 

volunteers to help with the Saint Matthias Spaghetti 
Supper to be held on Saturday, February 11.  If you 
and/or someone you know are interested in helping, 
please contact Eileen Fabry at 610-667-9231 or 
fabry@sju.edu.  This is a great opportunity to get to 
know your fellow parishioners in a fun way! 

 
 

òO Come, Let Us Adore Himó 

 

First Wednesday All-Day Eucharistic 

Adoration with Benediction: this Wednesday,    

January 4.  Please sign up for a period of 

adoration on the sheet at the back of Church.  

Adoration will begin following the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

and will conclude with Benediction of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.  The rosary will be 

prayed at 8:00 a.m.  This month, we extend a 

special invitation to our Altar Servers and 

Senior Servers.   

The response to our First Wednesdaysõ 

Eucharistic Adoration has been tremendous!  There 

are several people praying in the Church at all times 

throughout the day.  Why not take 15, 30, 60 

minutes (or more) out of your hectic day to speak 

to the Lord and listen in silence to what He is 

saying to you?   

May the heart of Jesus, in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament, be praised, adored and loved with grateful 

affection, at every moment in all the tabernacles of the world, 

even to the end of time.   

 

Blood pressure screenings will take place 
TODAY (Sunday) on the Rectory porch 
after the 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Masses. 
 
A small Christmas gift was prepared for all 

Liturgical Ministers ï Altar Servers and Senior 

Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters, 

Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion ï as well as our Parish Volunteers ï 

HOPE Captains and Drivers, Counters, Church 

Cleaners, Knitters and PREP teachers ï as a 

thank you for your dedication to our Parish.  Be 

sure to pick up your gift in the sacristy today 

before or after Mass.   
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My Christmas And New Year’s Day Gift to My Parish 
 

Please know how truly grateful we are for your 

generous and thoughtful contributions to the 

Christmas collection.  We look forward to your 

sacrificial giving today.  Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated and truly needed to meet the many 

financial demands and obligations that we have at the 

parish.  We realize that all of you are also 

experiencing financial stress in your families and so 

our gratitude  is that much greater.  Realizing that 

many families travel to visit relatives during the 

Christmas season, we trust that they too will 

remember the parish and these important collection s 

when they return home.  God bless you all! ! 

 
Regarding donations to Saint Matthias, some people 

opt to give once a month for the entire month or use 

electronic giving.  For more information about setting 

up an automatic donation plan, please contact your 

bank.  At this end of year time, some donate stocks, 

bonds or other assets.  There are those who donate 

through annuities and estates as well.  Remembering 

Saint Matthias in such ways enables you to be a part 

of the preaching and living of the Gospel and may 

offer you certain tax advantages also.  Thank you for 

your continued sacrificial giving! 

 
Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection  
Our annual Christmas collection of baby clothes will 
go to help Birthright, an organization that helps 
mothers and their newborn infants.  Please leave 
your gift in froÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÁÉÎÔ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ Áltar .  Next Sunday, 
January 8, is the last day for the baby clothes 
collection. 
 

Please remember in your prayers all our troops, 
especially those serving abroad.  We pray for their 
safety and security as they bravely continue to 
serve our country. 
 
Prayer for those serving in the Armed Forces .  
Lord of Hosts, we comment to your gracious care and 
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces 
at home and abroad.  Defend them day-by-day with 
your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 
and temptations; give them courage to face the perils 
that beset them; and grant them your abiding 
presence wherever they may be; through Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Monthly Mass for Healing 
 

 In Advent, we celebrated a Mass for Healing.  It 
was exceptionally well attended and a very special 
evening.  We will offer a monthly Mass for Healing 
beginning on Tuesday, January 17, 7 p.m. 
 What is a Mass for Healing?  Every Mass involves 
us with the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  At every Mass, the Lord Jesus offers us 
the very gift of Himself.  He becomes truly, really, fully 
present in the Eucharist.  Much of Jesusõ public ministry 
involved healing and forgiveness in addition to His 
teaching and preaching.  The Gospels are filled with the 
stories of both.  God loves us beyond all human 
understanding and wants to draw us ever closer to 
Himself.  While every Mass brings to us Jesusõ healing and 
even forgiveness of our venial sins, it seems proper to 
offer periodically an opportunity for all in attendance at 
Mass to have this as the intention of the Mass, to ask 
specifically for Godõs healing for ourselves and for others. 
 On January 17 and thereafter, we will gather 
together to worship and praise God, our Almighty Father, 
Jesus Christ our Lord and brother and the Holy Spirit.  In 
this act of worship, joining our personal sacrifices and 
ourselves to the Sacrifice of the Cross, we will open up 
ourselves and those for whom we pray, to the healing and 
reconciling gifts of Jesus.  We never leave Church or 
Mass, the same way as when we came in.  God always 
touches us in the way He knows best and in the way we 
need for our salvation. 
 So come and experience Godõs mercy and healing 
with your brothers and sisters.  Come for yourself, for 
another you are praying for, for all those intentions you 
are praying for.  Come and pray for healing for those who 
have suffered abuse, for those who have left the Church, 
for those confused or angry with the Church, for those 
experiencing change in parish and school structures.  
Come and abandon yourself and our world to the power 
of God.  When we surrender to God and to His ways, He 
always surprises us by His greatness and the depth of His 
love for us. 

 
WELCOME  
to our newly-registered parishioners! 

¶ Kelley Jefferson 

¶ Prajit Madan 

¶ Valerie Miller 

¶ Jerome òJerryó OõBrien 

¶ Christopher Palmer 

¶ Meghan Roche 

¶ Elizabeth, Carl IV & Andrew Sauter 
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Congratulations to Jess & Heidi Anderson on the 
baptism of their daughter, Emma Margaret 
Anderson, on December 4, 2011 at Saint Matthias 
Church. 

 
Feeling ill?  If you are feeling ill, you are asked 
to please refrain from receiving the Precious 
Blood from the chalice. 
 

If you are unable to join the Communion 

Procession at Mass on Sundays because of 

physical limitations, we encourage you to sit in 

the red chairs in front of Saint Josephõs Altar.  

The priest or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion will bring the Eucharist to you.         

If you need to remain at the back of Church in 

your pew, please inform one of the Greeters 

before Mass, and they will arrange for Holy 

Communion to be brought to you. 

 

St. Charles Seminary Winter Coat & Sweater Drive 

Have an extra winter coat or sweater to give to those 

in need? The Knights of Columbus at Saint Charles 

Seminary are sponsoring a Winter Coat and Sweater 

Drive for local shelters.  On the weekend of    

January 14-15, a box will be in the Church vestibule 

to collect your donated coat or sweater.  We are so 

grateful for your charity.  In helping out, you’re not 

just warming bodies – you’re warming hearts! 

 

Do you know your 

Archdiocesan Metropolitan Tribunal? 
 

The Tribunal is a group of specially-qualified 

priests, sisters and lay people whose responsibility is to 

come to the help of people who have experienced divorce. 
 

When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church 

always seeks to balance two realities.  One is the 

unbreakableness of the bond of marriage.  This is Godôs 

law.  It cannot be broken by human intervention.  On the 

other hand, the Church is concerned about the spiritual 

welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true marriage?  

Even though a Catholic marriage was celebrated, perhaps 

there was some weakness in the consent of the parties 

involved?  The Annulment Procedure addresses this 

problem without affixing blame on either party. 
 

If you are divorced or married outside the Catholic 

Church, please call the Tribunal Office at (215) 587-3750.  

All interviews are private. 

Good to have you with us! 

Been away from Church?  Come home! 
 

We offer a profound welcome to all our visitors, family 
members and friends of our parishioners who are with 
us to celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!  For some 

of our visitors and friends, perhaps it has been a while 

since you last attended Mass or gone to Confession.  No 

matter how long you may have been away from Church, 

no matter what the reason, you will find a warm 

welcome here at Saint Matthias Parish!  God never 

forces Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do 

we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him. 

 

In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses are at    

5 p.m. on Saturday evening and at 8:30, 10:30 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. on Sundays).  Confessions are heard on 

Saturday, 4:15 p.m., first Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and by 

appointment.  Come, see what Jesus is all about and 

what we strive to be all about.  We are a vibrant 

worshiping and caring community! 

 

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you meet the 

friendly, faith-filled people who are Saint Matthias 

Ǧɭɾɵɿɴ̲ ʃɱ́ɾɱ ɿʁɾɱ ʅɻʁ ʃɵɸɸ ʃɭɺʀ ʀɻ ɷɱɱɼ ɯɻɹɵɺɳ ɮɭɯɷ 

again and again, growing in your relationship with God, 

our loving Father.  If you wish more information on 

coming back to Church, we invite you to visit the 

following website: www.catholicscomehome.org.  If you 

have any questions, or would like to speak to one of our 

priests, call the Rectory, 610-664-0207, or email 

matthias@saintmatthias.org.  

 

A Stewardship Meditation 

The activity of giving grows out of an attitude of 

gratitude.  After Jesus, it is the Blessed Virgin Mary 

who by her example most perfectly teaches the 

meaning of discipleship and stewardship in their 

fullest sense.  All of the essential elements are found 

in her life ð she was called and gifted by God; she 

responded generously, creatively and prudently; she 

understood her divinely assigned role as òhandmaidó 

in terms of service and fidelity.  Josephõs life also 

reflects an obedience to Godõs will.  Does our attitude 

of gratitude show in the way in which we use our 

time, talent and treasure? 
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Consubstantial and Incarnate 
By Paul Turner 

  

The Nicene Creed proclaims our belief in the Trinity. 

Amon g its points is that Jesus is consubstantial and 

incarnate. Neither of these words is common in our 

vocabulary, but their appearance in the creed shows 

how difficult it is for us humans to explain the 

mystery of God.  

 

Ɂ"ÖÕÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÛÐÈÓɂɯÉÈÚÐÊÈÓÓàɯÔÌÈÕÚɯɁÖÕÌɯÐÕɯÉÌÐÕÎȮɂɯÉÜÛɯ

the word is more technical. It proclaims our belief that 

there is only one God, though the Godhead is 

manifest in more than one way. God has one nature, 

but three persons. Jesus existed with the Father before 

all ages - before He entered the world in time and 

place on the first Christmas Day in Bethlehem. He 

already existed, and He was always truly God - 

consubstantial with the Father. 

 

This belief entered the creed after the Council of 

Nicaea in the fourth century because of a heresy 

spread by a man named Arius. He believed that Jesus 

had a beginning in time, and hence He could not 

share the same Godhead as the Father. This opinion 

did not fit with the evidence in the New Testament, 

so the early Church condemned the thought of Arius 

and clari fied mainstream Christian belief by 

proclaiming that Jesus had always shared the same 

nature with the Father - that He was consubstantial 

with the Father - before and after He was born. 

 

6ÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯɁÐÕÊÈÙÕÈÛÌȮɂɯÈɯÞÖÙËɯ

that means that Jesus as God took on the flesh of a 

human. He was actually born, though He lost nothing 

of the Godhead by doing so. If you had seen Jesus in 

the first century, you would have seen God in flesh 

and bone. 

 

These two difficult words proclaim two sides of our  

belief. Jesus is God, and Jesus is human - He is 

consubstantial and incarnate. 

 
This article originally appeared in Ministry & Liturgy , a 

pastoral planning resource.  Permission to reprint granted. 

Copyright © 2009 Resource Publications, 160 E. Virginia St. 

#290 San Jose, CA 95112. Paul Turner, pastor of St. Munchin 

Parish in Cameron, MO, hold a doctorate in sacramental 

ÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàɯÍÙÖÔɯ2ÈÕÛɀɯ ÕÚÌÓÔÖɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÐÕɯ1ÖÔÌȭ 

We Value the Gift of Life  
Thirteen Weeks after Conception 

 

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from 
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and 
scripture verses.  It is a popular column in parish bulletins.             
We began the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2. 
 

Hello Spiritual Friends, thank you for praying for me and 
watching my development.  Life is truly a gift from our 
creative, loving God.  This is week thirteen of my 
development and I am about four inches long.  On an 
ultrasound, you could watch me sucking my thumb.  My 
ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÄÏÃÔÏÒ advised her not to sleep on her back or 
stomach ɀ doing so would put too much pressure on her 
uterus.  Please pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
Protectress of the Unborn, for my mom and me.  ȰHonor 
your mother, and do not abandon her as long as she livesȣ 
2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ȣ ÓÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÒÉÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ your sake 
×ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ×ÏÍÂȢȱ  (Tobit 4:3-4) 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The March for Life in Washington, DC will 
take place on Monday, January 23, 2012.  
More information will be forthcoming.  

 
Confessions and Mass with Archbishop Chaput 

Archbishop Chaput hears confessions and celebrates 

Mass each Sunday at the Cathedral Basilica of           

SS. Peter and Paul.  Confessions are heard at 5:30 PM 

and Mass is celebrated at 6:30 PM.  All are invited!  

Each of ArcÏÉÐÚÏÖ×ɯ "ÏÈ×ÜÛɀÚɯ ÏÖÔÐÓÐÌÚɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÉÌɯ

downloaded at www.archphila.org .   

 
News From Outside the Parish 

 
Archdiocese of Philadelphiaõs 2012 Menõs Spirituality 
Conference.  Saturday, March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan 
High School.  Doors open at 7:45 AM.  Keynote speakers 
include Immaculee Ilibagiza (survivor of the Rwandan genocide), 
Tim Staples (Catholic apologist), Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 
(EWTN host) and Father J. Brian Bransfield (Executive Director, 
Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis, USCCB). 
 
Attention High School Teens (grades 9-12)!  Save the date!  
The annual Archdiocesan Teen Convocation will be held on 
Sunday, March 11, 2012 from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM at 
Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor. Father Augustino 
Torres, CFR will be the keynote presenter.  There will be 
special music by Mark Griswold, breakout sessions, 
Eucharistic Adoration and exhibitors.  Mass will be celebrated 
by Bishop McIntyre.  Open to all high school teens (grades     
9 to 12).  Information: www.archphila.org/catechetical or 
215-587-3760. 


