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Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass .................... 5:00 p.m.   Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Monday ɬ Friday ............ 7:30 a.m.  ;  Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken  .......... Pastor 
 

Reverend J. A. Grant ééé Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest              Reverend Charles E. Gormley é...... Retired Priest 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura          Director of Parish Outreach ........................ Peggy Haley 

Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman          Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman 

Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley     Religious Education Office:  610-664-1942 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday through  Thursday. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 

 
 

 

JA N U A R Y  22,  2012  ɬ T H I R D  S U N D A Y  I N  OR D I N A R Y  T I M E
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J ANUARY 22, 2012 
Thir d Sunday in Ordinary T ime  

 

 
 

Saturday, January 21, 2012 ð Vigil, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5:00 Intentions of Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Baker 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 ð Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 For Peace and Justice 
10:30 Patrick OõGara 
7:00 Intentions of the Alemayehu-Schaaf Family 
 

Monday, January 23, 2012 ð Weekday / Day of Penance 
7:30 Alice Burdo 
 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 ð St. Francis de Sales 
7:30  John D. Dugery, Sr. 
 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 ð The Conversion of St. Paul 
7:30  In Memory of Nicholas Chovanes 
 

Thursday, January 26, 2012 ð Ss. Timothy and Titus 
7:30 Intentions of Regina Goodwin 
 

Friday, January 27, 2012 ð Weekday / St. Angela Merici 
7:30 Intentions of the Perilli Family 
 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 ð St. Thomas Aquinas 

8:00 Francis X. Masse 
5:00 Intentions of the Pepperney Family 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 ð Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 Annie McKee 
*10:30 In Memory of Elizabeth Lloyd-Tocci 
7:00 ----- 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  January 28/29 
5:00 Father Gormley 

8:30 Father Grant 

10:30 Monsignor McCulken 

7:00 Father Grant 

 

January 7/ 8 Collection: $ 7,492 

January 14 / 15 Collection:  $ 6,487   

Thank You 
For Your Continued Sacrificial 

Generosity!  It is deeply appreciated! 

H.O.P.E. ɬ Helping Ot her People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for January 22 ɬ January 28 is         

Peggy Haley:  610-664-0207.  Please call Monday if you 

need a ride or shopping help during th e week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  

Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, 
Marie D. Fratini, Martha Eckert, Mary Yura 
Selepes, Kristen and Louise Hockel, Carmel 
Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, 
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas 
Liciardella, Jeanne Glick, Nita Dransfield, 

Anthony Massini, Louise Rascioli, Carlstein Passarelli, Paul 
Snyder, Ellie McDonald, Antoinette Butler, Rita DõAndrea, 
Joe Casino, Bob Pelicata, Irma Bates, Angelina Ciarlello, 
Bill Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs, John Lynch, 
Dorothy Rubincam, Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo Zambino, 
Mary Block, Jim Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti, 
Catherine OõConnor, Dee Gannon, Tom Klemick and 
Maria Kent.    We also pray for those who are served by 
our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House.  If you 
wish to have someoneõs name added to our prayer list, please call the 
Rectory.  Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be removed 
from the Sick List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near 
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three 
candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish to have 
one of these candles burning for your intention you may 
ask one of the Priests to put your name on the list in the 
Sacristy.  The Donation for these candles is $10.  This 
weekõs candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, 
and Thomas Massari ð Birthday. 

 
UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

THIS WEEKEND ð CATHOLIC EDUCATION COLLECTION 

The Catholic Education Collection is used to support 
the various educational projects of the Parish, in 
particular, it underwrites the costs of our PREP 
program and the subsidies we as a Parish provide for 
our children attending Catholic grade and high schools. 

 
Christmas Collection 2011 

With very grateful hearts, we report that our Christmas 

collection amounted to $40,175.  This is an increase of 

over $4300 from the previous year.  Our pastor is deeply 

grateful for this generosity to the parish during these 

difficult financial times.  God bless you all! 

 
More information about the 

February, 2012 
Catholic Charities Appeal 

will be coming soon! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 Sunday, January 22 is the thirty-ninth 
anniversary of the Supreme Courtõs Roe v Wade 
ruling allowing abortion in these United States.  While 
many have commented on the fact that the ruling in 
itself is legally terrible, the horrific reality is that 
millions of innocent and defenseless human lives have 
been lost over these many years.  Monday, January 23, 
hundreds of thousands of our brothers and sisters will 
participate in the March for Life in Washington, DC as 
well as at other cities around the nation.  If we are not 
able to join them personally, let us keep them in 
prayer as they give public witness to the sanctity of 
human life. 
 

In all the dioceses of the United States, 
Monday is also observed as a particular day of prayer for the 
full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of 
penance for violations to the dignity of the human person 
committed through acts of abortion.  Each of us is 
encouraged to do some type of personal penance on 
that day for these intentions as well as to pray 
fervently for these intentions.  Our parish Mass on 
Monday will be the Mass òFor Giving Thanks to God 
for the Gift of Human Lifeó recently included in the 
new Roman Missal as an option for this day.  I hope 
that many of you will attend Mass even as all of us 
will pray and offer penance during the day. 

 
May the Good Lord answer our prayers 

quickly and turn the hearts of all to respect for the 
dignity of every human life. 
 
God bless you, God love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

 
It has come to our attention that Patrick Daly and 
Jay Fogarty were left off the listing in last weekõs 
bulletin about Confirmation Candidates who were 
inscribed at the 10:30 AM Mass.  We deeply apologize 
for this omission.  Their pictures were on the bulletin 
boards with the other students.  Please keep all our 
Confirmation Candidates in your prayers as they 
prepare for full sacramental initiation at their 
Confirmation on April 21.   

 
 

A Reflection on Eucharistic Adoration by Monsignor McCulken 
 

In Psalm 24 the following question is asked, 

Ɂ6ÏÖɯÔÈàɯÎÖɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÜÕÛÈÐÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȳɯɯ6ho can stand 

ÐÕɯ'ÐÚɯÏÖÓàɯ×ÓÈÊÌȳɂ  This is a form of a perennial question 

throughout history of all who seek God!  Psalm 24 offers 

insight to the answer but ɁÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàɯÛÖɯÒÌÌ×ɯÐÕɯÔÐÕËɯ

three of its fundamental assumptions.  The first concerns the 

truth  of creation : God created the world and is its Lord.  The 

second refers to the judgment to which He subjects His 

creatures: We must be summoned before Him and be 

questioned about what we have achieved.  The third is the 

ÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎ: He comes into the cosmos and 

into history; and He wants to have free access in order to 

establish a relationship of profound communion with men.  As 

Èɯ ÔÖËÌÙÕɯ ÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÈÛÖÙɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÞÙÐÛÛÌÕȯɯ ȿ3ÏÌÚÌɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ

elementary forms of the experience of God and of the 

relationship with God: We live by the power of God, we 

live before God, and we can live with Godɀɯȹ&ÌÙÏÈÙËɯ

$ÉÌÓÐÕÎȺȭɂ  (from Pope John Paul II, June 20, 2001 Audience) 
 

Our Heavenly Father has revealed the full truth 

of these assumptions by sending to us Jesus Christ, the 

Word made Flesh, His only Son!  In and through Jesus, 

we have access to the Father and to Heaven.  Our  parish 

all day Eucharistic Adoration is an opportunity to come 

to Jesus, to deepen, to renew or begin again your 

relationship with Him, and through Hi m with God our 

%ÈÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÐÚɯÚÐÔ×ÓÌȭɯɯ'ÌɯÓÖÝÌÚɯÜÚɯÉÌàÖÕËɯ

all human expectation and understanding; His mercy is 

everlasting!  Jesus proves this to us by His life, death 

and resurrection.  He waits to reveal it more deeply and 

more intimately to us as we come into His Real Presence in 

the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Wednesday, February 1 is our next opportunity 

for all day Eucharistic Adoration.  The Most Blessed 

Sacrament will be placed on the main Altar at the end of 

the 7:30 a.m. Mass.  The Rosary will be prayed as usual.  

The Church will be open all day for your personal, 

private visits and prayers in the presence of Jesus.  

Adoration will conclude with Benediction at 7 p .m.           

A sign-up sheet is available in the back of Church and 

we extend a special invitation to the members of our 

Rosary and Knitters groups in February.  
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Saint Matthias Spaghetti Supper  

 
Saturday, February 1 1 

(snow date: February 1 8) 
 

In the Gym after the 5:00 p.m.  
Mass for Married Couples  

 

Dinner includes salad, bread, 

spaghetti & meatb alls,  
beverages* and dessert.  

*lemonade, iced tea, hot coffee or tea.  
Feel free to bring your own òbeverageó 

 

Reservations are appreciated, but not mandatory. 
$8 per person 

$30 a family of four 
$35 a family of five or more 

 

If you are able, please bring a dessert to share.  Please 

mark the bottom of your plate so you get it back. 
 

DJ Tommy Tunes will be providing our music!  
 

Information or reservations: 
Patty Miller @ 610-543-1124 

 

Prayer for Life 
 

Father and maker of all, 

You adorn all creation with splend or and beauty, 

and fashion human lives in Your image and likeness. 
 

Awaken in every heart  

reverence for the work of Your hands, 

and renew among Your people 

a readiness to nurture and sustain  

Your precious gift of life.  
 

Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

JANUARY 23, 2012 ɬ A Day of Penance & Prayer  
 

We join our prayers with those attending the March 
for Life in Washington, DC for an end to the atrocity 
of abortion and a respect for all human life from 
natural conception to natural death.  We invite you 
to tune in to EWTN , who will have live coverage of 
Pro-Life events throughout the day, if you are not 
able to attend personally.  

 
A Litany for Life 

 

Love is patient.  
Lord, give to the mother who is tempted to abort her 
child the patience to endure the suffering that will bring 
forth new life.  
 

Love is kind.  
Lord, give to the new father whose friends tell him to 
abort his child the gentleness, compassion and courage 
to support his wife and child, protect them from all that 
could harm them, and sustain them against selfishness 
and hate.  
 

Love is not jealous.  
Lord, remove from all human hearts the temptation to 
trade human life for advantage, convenience or personal 
benefit. Deliver us from the expediency that values 
personal gain and pleasure over the dignity of human 
life.  
 

Love is not pompous.  
Lord, deliver us from the arrogance that sees our needs 
or wants as superior to the rights of others. Help us to 
see all our brothers and sisters as worthy of all our love.  
 

Love is not inflated.  
Lord, grant us a share in the humility of your Son, who 
sought not to be served, but to serve. Help us to see in 
every human life ð rich or poor, young or old, guilty or 
innocent ð a reflection of your image and likeness.  
 

Love is not rude.  
Lord, implant a spirit of gentle compassion in the hearts 
of each of your sons and daughters, that no person may 
ever be treated as less than the child of God which you 
have made them, through the Paschal Death and 
Resurrection of your only-begotten Son. 

 
If you would like an official receipt of your 2011 
contributions to Saint Matthias Church for your tax 
records, please call the Rectory with your name and 
Church envelope number.  You may also email requests 
to secretary@saintmatthias.org.  This receipt will serve 
as our formal acknowledgment of your contributions.  
Charitable contributions are limited to the excess, if any, 
of your contribution over the value of the goods or 
services provided to you. 
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We Value the Gift of Life  
Sixteen Weeks after Conception 

 

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from 
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and 
scripture verses.  It is a popular column in parish bulletins.             
We began the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2. 

 
Hello Spiritual Friends, my mom felt me move for the first 
time this week!  I do kicks and summersaults.  On an 
ultrasound, my mom could see me wiggle my fingers and 
toes.  I move around a lot and I am getting bigger all the 
time.  Please pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe the 
Protectress of the Unborn for my mom and me.  Did you 
know that when Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to Saint 
JuÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÁÓÈ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÃÙȱ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÈÅÒ 
waist?  Our Lady always brings her Son Jesus to the world.  
[M]ale and female he created them.  God blessed them, 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȡ  Ȱ"Å ÆÅÒÔÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÙȠ ÆÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÄÕÅ ÉÔȢȱ 
(Genesis 1:27-28) 

 
 Ɂ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯËÐÚÛÐÕÎÜÐÚÏɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÍÈÕÛɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÞÖÔÉɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯàÖÜÛÏɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

adult or the older person.  In each one God sees His 

image and likeness.  Human life is a manifestation of 

&ÖËɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚɯÎÓÖÙàȭɂɯ                         ~ Pope Benedict XVI 

 

Reach Out! Every week we see new faces at Mass. 
Some come because it is the anniversary of a death, 
to give Church òanother tryó, to pray during a crisis 
in their life, to support someone else, and more. We 
encourage our parishioners to have their òantennasó 
up and notice the new faces around them. Approach 
the visitor and say:  
 

Hi, my name iséIõm not sure we have ever met.  

What is your name?  

Are you new in the area or a visitor?  

This is our Church bulletin; let me point out some 
interesting items.  

Let me introduce you to the pastor and some 
parishioners.  

I hope that I meet you again. I usually sit in this pew. 
If you are here again next week, please join me.  

Have a nice week.  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confessions are heard in Church 

each Saturday at 4:15 p.m. and  

on the first Sunday of each month at 9:30 a.m., 

or by appointment. 

Do you know your 
Archdiocesan Metropolitan Tribunal? 

 
The Tribunal is a group of specially-qualified 

priests, sisters and lay people whose responsibility is to 
come to the help of people who have experienced 
divorce. 

When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church 
always seeks to balance two realities.  One is the 
unbreakableness of the bond of marriage.  This is Godôs 
law.  It cannot be broken by human intervention.  On the 
other hand, the Church is concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true 
marriage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was 
celebrated, perhaps there was some weakness in the 
consent of the parties involved?  The Annulment 
Procedure addresses this problem without affixing blame 
on either party. 

If you are divorced or married outside the 
Catholic Church, please call the Tribunal Office at    
(215) 587-3750.  All interviews are private. 

 
The Archdiocesan Family Life Office presents a 
special conference:  òHumanae Vitae as seen 
through the l ens of Theology of the Body.ó   
Saturday, March 24 ð 9 AM to 3:30 PM at  

Our Lady of Good Counsel, 611 Knowles Ave. 
in Southampton.  Information: www.pnfpn.org. 

Registration forms are at the Church doors. 

 

 
The Saint Matthias Book Club  will on Monday, 
February 13 at 7:30 PM in the Parish Center.  The 
group will read "Year of Wonders" by Geraldine 
Brooks.  Hope you can join us!   

 
Aid for Friends: Meals for Shut-ins 

Help serve the isolated homebound of our 
community by providing home cooked meals.  
Volunteer cooks should have the willingness to 
prepare meals or even just cook an extra serving of 
what you are already preparing for dinner.  Please 
pick up trays (found in the Church vestibules) and 
return filled trays that have been frozen to the freezer 
on the back porch of the Rectory.  Volunteers from 
Aid for Friends take the meals from the freezer and 
deliver them to needy shut-ins and spend a few 
minutes visiting with the person receiving meals.  
Thank you for brightening the day of a homebound 
person with a nutritious, delicious home-cooked meal! 
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News From Outside the Parish 
 

Psychological Hardiness in the Caregiver.  Sister Agnes Hughes, IHM, Ph.D. will speak about caring for a loved one suffering from 
Alzheimerõs disease, including helpful ways of maintaining your own well-being as a caregiver.  January 24 at the IHM Retreat Center on 
the grounds of Saint Aloysius Academy in Bryn Mawr.  Information: 610-581-0120. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  The holidays are over; let us take time for ourselves and improve our relationships.  The next 
Encounter weekend will be January 27-29.  Information and registration: 800-456-8330 or www.wwme-philly.org. 
 

Art Show at Academy of Notre Dame de Namur, 560 Sproul Rd. in Villanova.  January 28 ð February 5, Noon to 4 PM daily.  Catered 
preview party January 27, 6-9 PM.  Over 90 artists will exhibit.  Information: 610-971-1630 or www.ndapa.org/artshow. 
 

Notre Dame de Namur 6th Grade Entrance & Scholarship Exam ð January 28 at 9 AM.  Pre-registration is required.  Information: 
610-971-0498 or mwesner@ndapa.org. 
 

Main Line Singles Dinner Club (ages 52-64).  Catholic men & woman are cordially invited to join The Main Line Singles Dinner Club to 
share common interests & dine together 3 times a month.  The next scheduled event is a February 5 Super Bowl Sunday House Party at a 
member's home in Ardmore, PA.  Also once a month Friday night Bowling/Lite Bite.  Information:  610-896-6542. 
 

Marriage Help.  Retrouvaille is a Catholic-based program to help marriages that are stressed or in trouble.  Retrouvaille has helped 
countless married couples in all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage, and can help your marriage too.  The next program 
will be February 10-12 at Saint Joseph in the Hills Malvern Retreat House.  Information: 1-800-470-2230. 
 

The Black Pearl Chamber Orchestra will present a concert at 8 PM on February 18 at the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul.  Join 
this exceptional new chamber orchestra as they make their debut at the Cathedral, with the music of Afro-French composer Chevalier de 
Saint Georges, as well as Haydn and Mozart.  Tickets $25 & $35.  Information: 215-587-3696. 
 

Archdiocese of Philadelphiaõs 2012 Menõs Spirituality Conference.  Saturday, March 3 at Archbishop Ryan High School.           
Doors open at 7:45 AM.  Keynote speakers include Immaculee Ilibagiza (survivor of the Rwandan genocide), Tim Staples (Catholic apologist), 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers (EWTN host) and Father J. Brian Bransfield (Executive Director, Secretariat of Evangelization &  Catechesis, USCCB). 
 

Attention High School Teens (grades 9-12)!  The annual Archdiocesan Teen Convocation will be held on Sunday, March 11 from 
10:30 AM to 5:30 PM at Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor. Father Augustino Torres, CFR will be the keynote presenter.  There 
will be special music by Mark Griswold, breakout sessions, Eucharistic Adoration and exhibitors.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop 
McIntyre.  Open to all high school teens (grades 9 to 12).  Information: www.archphila.org/catechetical. 

 
Open Houses at Catholic Schools 

¶ Saint Margaret School, 227 N. Narberth Ave., Narberth ð TODAY, Sunday, January 22 from 12:30 to 2 PM.  Information:  
610-349-7747. 

¶ Saint Aloysius Academy, an all-male, K-8 Catholic academy in Bryn Mawr, on January 24 at 9:30 AM and February 26 at           
1 PM.  Private tours also available.  Information: 610-525-1670, x104. 

¶ Archbishop Carroll High School in Radnor on January 29 (Noonð2 PM) and February 26 (Noonð2 PM).  Registrations will 
also be accepted at these times.  Information:  610-688-7610, ext. 114. 

¶ John W. Hallahan Catholic Girlõs High School in Philadelphia on January 29 (Noonð3 PM).  Information: 215-563-8930. 

¶ Saint Katherine Day School, 930 Bowman Ave. in Wynnewood on January 31 from 9:30-11:30 AM.  Saint Katherine Day 
School provides a Special Education Program for children 5-21.  Information: 610-667-3958 or www.stkatherinedayschool.org. 

¶ The Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, 480 S. Bryn Mawr Ave. in Bryn Mawr on February 4 from 11 AM to 1 PM.  
Information: 610-527-3915, ext. 227. 

 
Changes in Requirements for Background Checks 

 

All employees and volunteers who have regular contact with children are required to renew their background 
checks every five years.  During the interim years, employees and volunteers are now required to complete and submit 
the Arrest/Conviction Report and Certification Form. 

 

This new policy has been instituted as a result of PA Omnibus School Code Act 2011-24.  The law has also 
added 6 offenses to the list of enumerated offenses, which disqualify an individual from being employed and volunteering 
in programs within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

 

You can access the Arrest/Conviction Report Form and the list of Enumerated Offenses on the Archdiocesan 
website (www.archphila.org, click the òSafe Environmentó link on the lower right hand menu, and once on the Office for 
Child and Youth Protection webpage, click òSafe Environmentó again).  We provide this information to keep you 
informed of all the steps the Archdiocese is taking for safe environments.  


