
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
 

BalaïCynwyd,  Pennsy lvania   19004 
 

W e bs i t e :   w ww .s a i n t ma t t h i as . o r g 
 

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g 
              

 
 

Rectory :   610-664-0207      \     Fax :   610-664-3559      
   

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mas s .................... 5:00 p.m.   Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Monday ɬ Friday ............ 7:30 a.m.  ;  Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken  .......... Pastor 
 

Reverend J. A. Grant ééé Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest              Reverend Charles E. Gormley é...... Retired Priest 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Parish Business Manager  ........................... John J. Yura          Director of Parish Outreach  ........................ Peggy Haley 

Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman          Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman 

Coordinator of Religious Education  ............ Peggy Haley     Religious Education Office:  610-664-1942 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 6:30 p.m. Monday through  Thursday. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS : Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act as a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS :  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS : Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION : Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL : The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 

 
 

 

JAN UARY 8,  2012 ɬ FEA S T  O F  EP I P H A N Y  O F  TH E  L O R D
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J ANUARY 8, 2012 
Feast of the Epiphany of the  Lord  

 

 
 

Saturday, January 7, 2012 ð Vigil, Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
5:00 Intentions of Cori Clymer 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2012 ð Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
8:30 Rev. Monsignor Thomas B. Falls ð 53rd Anniversary 
10:30 Josephine Fulton 
7:00 Deceased Members of the Norris-Plociennik Family 
 

Monday, January 9, 2012 ð Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
7:30 Margaret La Velle ð 20th Anniversary 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 ð Weekday (Ordinary Time) 
*7:30  For the Good Health of Al Totaro 
 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 ð Weekday 
7:30  John D. Dugery, Sr. 
 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 ð Weekday 
7:30 Dr. Oscare DiGiacomo 
 

Friday, January 13, 2012 ð Weekday / St. Hilary 
7:30 Mary A. Curley 
 

Saturday, January 14, 2012 ð Weekday / BVM 

8:00 Donald I. Arters 
*5:00 In Memory of John McKenna 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 ð Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*8:30 Joe & Dolores DelGross ð 50th Wedding Anniversary 
10:30 For Our Parishioners / Confirmation Inscription 
7:00 Zenon Plociennik 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  January 14 / 15  
5:00 Monsignor McCulken 

8:30 Father Gormley 

10:30 Monsignor McCulken 

7:00 Father Grant 

 

December 10/11 Collection:  $ 7,033 

December 17/18 Collection:  $ 6,954 

Christmas Collection (as of January 3): $ 37,005 

December 31/January 1 Collection: $ 8,190   

Thank You for your sacrificial 

generosity!  It is deeply appreciated! 

H.O .P.E. ɬ Helping Other People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for January 8 ɬ January 14 is         

Mary Jo Walheim :  610-667-0267.  Please call Monday if 

you need a ride or shopping help during th e week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  

Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, 
Marie D. Fratini, Martha Eckert, Mary Yura 
Selepes, Kristen and Louise Hockel, Carmel 
Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, Ryan 
Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, 

Jeanne Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise 
Rascioli, Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, Ellie McDonald, 
Antoinette Butler, Rita DõAndrea, Joe Casino, Bob 
Pelicata, Irma Bates, Angelina Ciarlello, Bill Walsh, Anna 
Horton, Mary Takacs, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, 
Shaleah & Baby Lorenzo Zambino, Mary Block, Jim 
Bonde, Bill Grant, Eugene Scotti, Catherine OõConnor, 
Dee Gannon and Tom Klemick.  We also pray for those 
who are served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and 
Inglis House.  If you wish to have someoneõs name added to our 
prayer list, please call the Rectory.  Kindly notify the Rectory when a 
name should be removed from the Sick List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS :  On the side of the Sanctuary near 
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three 
candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish to have 
one of these candles burning for your intention you may 
ask one of the Priests to put your name on the list in the 
Sacristy.  The Donation for these candles is $10.            
This weekõs candles are lit for: Our Youth, Jesusõs 
Birthday, and Mary Massari ð 10th Anniversary. 

 

THIS WEEKEND ð ANNUAL FUEL COLLECTION  

Fuel costs for our Parish buildings last year amounted to     
$ 70,225.00.  We are asking each family to be as generous 
as possible in this yearõs Fuel Collection.  We are grateful 
for all you do in these difficult times to help us with our 
costs.  Thank you. 
 

NEXT WEEKEND ð CATHOLIC RELIEF COLLECTION  

This Collection supports six Catholic agencies that touch 

more than 100 million lives around the world.  The funds 

from the Collection help provide food to the hungry, 

welcome and support to displaced refugees, and invaluable 

life skills to those seeking a better life.  Please be generous 

to this Collection. 

 
St. Johnõs Hospice ð Monday, January 16 

Please remember to bring your casseroles to the gym. 
Everyone is encouraged to make a casserole, freeze it in 
a disposable foil pan (located in the Church vestibules), 
then place it in the gym lobby on the third Monday of 
each month.  Many thanks to those who cook to ensure 
that our areaôs homeless have a hot meal.  
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Today is the great feast of the Epiphany when 
we recall the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child.  In 
a real sense, the Magi represent all of us at the birth of 
the Messiah.  Although the secular world moved on 
quickly, we disciples of Jesus have continued to 
rejoice in the celebration of His birth.  Our Christmas 
season, however, will come to an end tomorrow with 
the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord.  After 
which, we will begin the annual cycle of Sundays in 
Ordinary Time. 
 As I reflect on our celebrations here of 
Christmas Day and Christmas week, I want to once 
again offer my heartfelt thanks to our parish staff, our 
many volunteers who clean and decorated the 
Church, our Liturgical ministers including our Altar 
Servers as well as our choir, cantors, Dan Mason and 
Brandon Artman for leading us in singing the praises 
and glory of God. 
 On behalf of our priests and myself, I extend 
again a heartfelt thank you to all our parishioners who 
sent us cookies, cakes, pies, desserts and candy as well 
as other gifts and so many cards.  Your kindness and 
thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated.  We are most 
grateful! 
 For some reason, this year the celebration of 
Christmas held special meaning and a more profound 
depth.  Let us strive to live Christmas every day.  In 
the words of Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, òLet us 
follow the star of inspiration and divine attraction 
which calls us to the crib, and let us go there to adore 
and love the Child Jesus and offer ourselves to Him.ó  
And in offering ourselves to Him, we will find the 
strength and courage to love and help one another 
each day in His Name. 
 

God bless you, God love you and I love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

 

Spaghetti Supper  
We are currently seeking volunteers to help with the 
Saint Matthias Spaghetti Supper to be held on 
Saturday, February 11.  If you and/or someone you 
know are interested in helping, please contact Eileen 
Fabry at 610-667-9231 or fabry@sju.edu.  This is a 
great opportunity to get to know your fellow 
parishioners in a fun way! 

Thank You 

for your help! 
 

.ÜÙɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯChristmas Fun Fest was held on 

December 9.  A great time was had by all!  Pictures of 

the Christmas Fun Fest, as well as other photos, can be 

found on the last page of the bulletin.  Special thanks to 

all our volunteers:  
 

2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚȱ   ËÜÓÛÚȱ 

Christine Callahan  Ross Holgado 

Megan Zak  Karen Howard  

Carolyn Howard  Luis & Andrea Constantino  

Christi na Holgado Paul Castellucci (pizza) 

Isabelle Moger  Jeff Haley (pizza delivery) 

Sophia Palasol  Sean Daly 

Jason McCollough Joseph Farah  

Sophie Shaffer   

Bella Moger 

Miah Constantino  Also, a special thanks to all of 

Nicole Farinella                 the Confirmation PREP families 

Samantha Ellers                who baked delicious desserts for 

Austin Farinella     the Fun Fest! 

Christian Caparra 

Alain Constantino  

Patrick Daly  

Thomas Maisano Smith 

Freddie Farah 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Our annual Baby Boomers and Beyond  Christmas 

luncheon was held on December 11.  Everyone enjoyed 

the buffet  dinner catered by Joseph Lang Catering.  Our 

young volunteers helped serve, bus plates and clean up: 

Miah Constantino, Aliane Constantino, Kyle Salutric, 

Erica Salutric, Samantha Ellers and Patrick Daly. 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers (Altar Servers, Greeters, Lectors, 

Ministers of Holy Communion) are reminded to contact 

Brandon Artman no late r than next Sunday, 

January 15, if you need any dates off in February.          

If we do not hear from you, we will assume you 

are available for any Mass . Please email 

BrandonA@saintmatthias.org or call 610-664-0207.  

As always, thank you for your service to our parish! 
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Monthly Mass for Healing 
 

 In Advent, we celebrated a Mass for Healing.         
It was exceptionally well attended and a very special 
evening.  We will offer a monthly Mass for Healing 
beginning on Tuesday, January 17, 7pm. 
 What is a Mass for Healing?  Every Mass involves 
us with the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  At every Mass, the Lord Jesus offers us 
the very gift of Himself.  He becomes truly, really, fully 
present in the Eucharist.  Much of Jesusõ public ministry 
involved healing and forgiveness in addition to His 
teaching and preaching.  The Gospels are filled with the 
stories of both.  God loves us beyond all human 
understanding and wants to draw us ever closer to 
Himself.  While every Mass brings to us Jesusõ healing and 
even forgiveness of our venial sins, it seems proper to 
offer periodically an opportunity for all in attendance at 
Mass to have this as the intention of the Mass, to ask 
specifically for Godõs healing for ourselves and for others. 
 On January 17 and thereafter, we will gather 
together to worship and praise God, our Almighty Father, 
Jesus Christ our Lord and brother and the Holy Spirit.  In 
this act of worship, joining our personal sacrifices and 
ourselves to the Sacrifice of the Cross, we will open up 
ourselves and those for whom we pray, to the healing and 
reconciling gifts of Jesus.  We never leave Church or 
Mass, the same way as when we came in.  God always 
touches us in the way He knows best and in the way we 
need for our salvation. 
 So come and experience Godõs mercy and healing 
with your brothers and sisters.  Come for yourself, for 
another you are praying for, for all those intentions you 
are praying for.  Come and pray for healing for those who 
have suffered abuse, for those who have left the Church, 
for those confused or angry with the Church, for those 
experiencing change in parish and school structures, for 
our priests, our country, our society.  Come and abandon 
yourself and our world to the power of God.  When we 
surrender to God and to His ways, He always surprises us 
by His greatness and the depth of His love for us. 

 

A small Christmas gift was prepared for all 
Liturgical Ministers ï Altar Servers and Senior 
Servers, Cantors, Choir Members, Greeters, 
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion ï as well as our Parish Volunteers ï 
HOPE Captains and Drivers, Counters, Church 
Cleaners, Knitters and PREP teachers ï as a 
thank you for your dedication to our Parish.  Be 
sure to pick up your gift in the sacristy today 
before or after Mass.   

Regarding donations to Saint Matthias, some people 
opt to give once a month for the entire month or use 
electronic giving.  For more information about setting 
up an automatic donation plan, please contact your 
bank.  Some donate through stocks, bonds, annuities, 
estates and other assets.  Remembering Saint Matthias 
in such ways enables you to be a part of the preaching 
and living of the Gospel and may offer you certain tax 
advantages also.  Thank you for your continued 
sacrificial giving. 

 
Our 2012 Parish Calendars are here.  Thank you to 
Stretch Funeral Home in Havertown for their annual 
donation of these calendars to our Parish.  Our 2012 
Parish Directories are also here.  Please take home 
a calendar and a directory today ï they are at the 
Church doors. 

 

 

òO star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright.   

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

Guide us to thy perfect light!ó 
 

Saint Charles Seminary  

Winter Coat & Sweater Drive  

Have an extra winter coat or sweater to give to 

those in need?  The Knights of Columbus of 

Saint Charles Seminary are sponsoring a 

Winter Coat and Sweater Drive for local 

shelters.  Next weekend , January 14-15, a box 

will be in the main Church vestibule to collect 

your donated coats or sweaters.  We are grateful 

ÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÈÙÐÛàȭɯɯ(ÕɯÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÖÜÛȮɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯ

warming bodies ɬ àÖÜɀÙÌɯÞÈÙÔÐÕÎɯÏÌÈÙÛÚ! 
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MARCH FOR LIFE  
 

A Day of Penance will be observed on Mon day, 

January 23 in all dioceses of the United States for 

violations to the dignity of the  human person 

committed through acts of abortion and of prayer 

for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of 

the right of life. The March for Life in 

Washington, DC will take place on Monday, 

January 23, 2012.  
 

We are looking into joining another parish or 

parishes in sharing a bus to the March for Life .  

As of the printing of this bulletin, further  

information was unavailable.  For updated  

information, please contact Betty Ann Haenn at  

610-667-3146. 

 
If  you are unable to join the Communion 
Procession at Mass on Sundays because of physical 
limitations, we encourage you to sit in the red 
chairs in front of Saint Josephõs Altar.  The priest or 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion will 
bring the Eucharist to you.  If you need to remain 
at the back of Church in your pew, please inform 
one of the Greeters before Mass, and they will 
arrange for Holy Communion to be brought to you. 

 
Feeling ill?  If you are feeling ill, you are asked 
to please refrain from receiving the Precious 
Blood from the chalice. 
 
This Week is National Vocation Awareness Week 

 

For more information on vocations to the Sacred 

Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,  

please visit www.HeedThe Call.org  or call the 

Archdiocesan Vocations Office at 610 -667-5778. 

All contacts are confidential.  

Please continue to pray for our Seminarians, 

 for those currently discerning a vocation, 

 and for an increase in vocations to the Sacred Priesthood.  

THE HIGHLANDERS    The January meeting of the 
Highlanders will be on the 19th at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Center.  Join us as we discuss our trips and 
activities for the spring season.  Men and women 55+ 
are invited to attend and participate in our activities.  
A few members thought it might be fun to share their 
life experiences and memories from the past at this 
time.  Refreshments will be served.  See you there! 

 

 
Annual Christmas Baby Clothing Collection  

Ends today ɬ Sunday, January 8th. Our annual 

Christmas collection of baby clothes will go to help 

Birthright of Philadelphia, an organization that helps 

mothers and their newborn infants. Please leave your 

gift today ÐÕɯ ÍÙÖÕÛɯ ÖÍɯ 2ÈÐÕÛɯ )ÖÚÌ×ÏɀÚɯ ÈÓÛÈÙɯ ÈÚɯ ÞÌɯ

conclude our celebration of the Christmas season and 

the birth of the Christ Child.  

 

We Value the Gift of Life  
Fourteen Weeks after Conception 

 
This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from 
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and 
scripture verses.  It is a popular column in parish bulletins.             
We began the series on Respect Life Sunday, October 2. 

 
Hello Spiritual Friends, it has been fourteen weeks since I 
was conceived.  I am almost five inches long and my legs 
are now longer than my arms.  When I am awake, I move 
my arms and legs a lot.  My mom felt a fluttering in her 
stomach today ɀ ÓÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÅȦ  -Ù 
ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÄÏÃÔÏÒ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ 
snacks throughout the day to keep us healthy.   Please pray 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe the Protectress of the Unborn for 
my mom and me.  Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you; before you came to birth I consecrated you; I appointed 
you as prophet to the nations. (Jeremiah 1:5) 
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Christmas at Saint Matthias 
 
 

 
Jakob Chung, Fiona Duffy, Molly Duffy and Tommy Duffy 

enjoy the Christmas Fun Fest on December 9.  (photo courtesy of 

Peggy Haley) 

 
 

 
Carolyn Howard, Megan Zak and Christine Callahan pose 

with Santa at the Christmas Fun Fest.  (photo courtesy of Peggy 

Haley) 

 

 
Monsignor McCulken speaks to the children at the homily 

during the 5 PM Mass on Christmas Eve.  (photo courtesy of the 

Holgado Family) 

 

 

 
The Holy Family portrayed by Paul Castellucci, Christina 

Holgado and baby Lena Mackenzie Alwine during the 

Christmas Tableau at the end of the 5 PM Mass on Christmas 

Eve.  (photo courtesy of the Holgado Family) 

 

 
The Creche in Church.  (photo courtesy of Brandon Artman) 

 

 

Our Church at Christmastime.  (photo courtesy of Brandon Artman) 


