
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue  
 

Ba la–Cynwyd,  Pennsy lvania   19004  
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
 

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
              

 
 

R e c t or y :   61 0 -6 64 - 020 7            F a x :   610 -66 4 -3 559      
   

Mass Schedule: 
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RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 7:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act a s a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 
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OCTOBE R 2, 2011 
27th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Saturday, October 1, 2011 ð Vigil, Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*5:00 Deceased Members of the Francis & Hanouille  

Families 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2011 ð Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 For Our Parishioners 
10:30 For Respect of All Human Life 
7:00 John W. Kalafut 
 

Monday, October 3, 2011 ð Weekday 
7:30 In Memory of Cecile Keroack In Honor of the Little Flower 
 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 ð St. Francis of Assisi 
7:30  Joseph & Imogene Haenn & Family 
 

Wednesday, October 5, 2011 ð Weekday 
7:30 Fred J. Carrier 
 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 ð Weekday/St. Bruno/Bl. Marie Rose Durocher 
7:30 Lucy Gulin 
 

Friday, October 7, 2011 ð Our Lady of the Rosary 
7:30 The Rosary Group 
 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 ð Weekday 

*8:00 In Memory of Patricia Cerone 
5:00 Mary Johnson  
 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 ð Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 John DiGrazio 
*10:30 Personal Intention of Judy Strazzella 
7:00 Patricia Kane-Vanni 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  October 8 / 9 
5:00 Father Grant  
8:30 Father Grant 
10:30 Father Gormley  choir 
7:00 Monsignor McCulken 

 

The Collection for September 24/25:  $ 7,205 

Thank You 

For Your Continued Sacrificial Generosity! 

H.O.P.E. ɬ Helping Other People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for October 3 ɬ October 9 is      

Peggy Haley: 610-664-0207.  Please call Monday if 

you need a ride or shopping help during th e week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini, 
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise 
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, 
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Frances 
Lewis, Jeanne Glick, Denise Riehl, Nita Dransfield, Anthony 
Massini, Louise Rascioli, Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, 
Ellie McDonald, Antoinette Butler, Rita DõAndrea, Joe 
Casino, Bob Pelicata, Irma Bates, Angelina Ciarlello, Bill 
Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs, Terry Leibfreid, John 
Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam and Shaleah and Baby Boy 
Zambino.  We also pray for those who are served by our 
Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House.  If you wish to 
have someoneõs name added to our prayer list, please call the Rectory.  
Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be removed from the Sick 
List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near the 
statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn 
for special intentions.  If you wish to have one of these 
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the 
Priests to put your name on the list in the Sacristy.               
The Donation for these candles is $10.  This weekõs candles 
are lit for: Our Youth, Special Intention, and Special 
Intention. 

 

 
We are in need of Sunday Collection Counters.  
Anyone interested, please contact Jack Yura at the 
Rectory, 610-664-0207.  Join fellow parishioners on 
Sunday morning from 10 to 12 to help count the 
collections of the 5 PM, 8:30 & 10:30 AM Masses. 

 

Blood Pressures will be taken TODAY (SUNDAY) 
after the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses on the 
Rectory porch. 

 
Throughout the month of October, the 
month of the Holy Rosary, your 
intentions will be remembered in a 
special way by our Rosary Group.  A 
basket is at the back of Church.  Please 
drop your intentions into the basket, 
and help yourself to a rosary during this 
month honoring our Blessed Mother.
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The Pastorõs Corner 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 This weekend is filled with many blessings.  The 
Little Sisters of the Poor will be at our Church doors to 
ask for your contributions to their vital and beautiful work 
with the poor elderly and sick at Holy Family Home in 
Philadelphia.  The Sisters provide a loving and caring 
environment for their residents and are dependent on 
donations to sustain them.  Please be generous. 
 

 Confessions will also be available on Sunday 
morning at 9:30 am for the first time.  We will provide this 
additional time on the first Sundays of the month going 
forward, hoping that our people will find it convenient.  
This Sunday our PREP students will also be going to 
confession. 
 

 And of course, we will bless your pets on the 
rectory lawn at 12 Noon Sunday in remembrance of Saint 
Francis of Assisi whose feast day is Tuesday. 
 

 As we have begun October, our minds turn to our 
Blessed Mother and the holy rosary.  We are deeply 
indebted to our faithful and committed Rosary Group who 
pray the rosary in Church, Mondays through Saturdays.  
All are welcome to join them.  As noted elsewhere you are 
invited to place your prayer intentions in the special basket 
and to pick up a rosary for your personal use. 
 

 Finally, you must have noticed the òhigh reachó 
equipment parked in our lot.  A parishioner jokingly asked 
if it was a new way to get closer to heavené With the 
rains we have discovered that we are taking in much water 
in the front of the rectory on the first floor.  The Dan 
LePore & Sons Company has graciously agreed to examine 
and repair the stones and mortar joints of the rectory 
front.  They will also check out the gutter, flashing and 
roof above to see how else the water may be infiltrating.  
They are doing this work gratis but of course whatever 
they discover additionally may lead to other repairs being 
needed. 
 

 We are also aware that we have some roofing 
issues at Church.  The valleys and areas nearby the roof 
valleys, that would be the area above the sanctuary, are in 
need of maintenance and repairs.  We currently have one 
estimate and are working on getting another as well as 
trying to ascertain the extent of repairs needed to the roof. 
 

 Regarding the items above, we also notified the 
insurance office to see what interior repairs may be 
covered both in the rectory office and Church as we have 
experienced some interior damage.  We will keep you 
informed. 
 

God bless you, God love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

 
Respect Life Sunday 

This weekend we celebrate Respect Life Sunday.  

A special second collection will be taken up to 

benefit Birthright of Philadelphia, located here in 

Bala Cynwyd.  Birthright exists to encourage 

women to have their babies rather than choosing 

abortion. Girls and women in unexpected 

pregnancies abort their babies because of fear of 

the unknown. They need a safe place of refuge 

where they can find help, hope and calm their 

fears. Birthright has been that refuge for over 35 

years.  Thank you for your prayers and financial 

support for this worthy cause. 

 

 
First Wednesday All-Day Eucharistic Adoration 

with Benediction resumes THIS Wednesday, 

October 5.  Adoration will begin immediately 

following the 7:30 a.m. Mass and will conclude with 

Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament at       

7:00 p.m.  Bring to Jesus your joys, your sorrows, 

your cares, your concerns, your requests, your thanks.  

Receive His bountiful graces and blessings.               

We encourage everyone to make plans to spend some 

time with Jesus, who makes Himself present to us in 

the Most Holy Eucharist.  We extend a special 

invitation for our Choir Members to join us this 

month.  A sign-up sheet is at the back of Church.  

Please sign up to ensure that someone will be present 

at all times in Church.  May the heart of Jesus, in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, be praised, adored 
and loved with grateful affection, at every 
moment in all the tabernacles of the world, even 
to the end of time.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing of Animals  will take place TODAY, 

Sunday, October 2 , at 12 Noon on the Rectory 

lawn.  Bring Fido, Garfield, Peter Cottontail, 

Nemo and any other furry, scaly or feathered 

famil y members to receive a special blessing.  
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The Revised Gloria 
You will notice at the 5 PM and 10:30 AM Masses 

this weekend that we are singing the revised 

Gloria.  The Archdiocese has given us permission 

to begin singing this new translation now in 
preparation for the implementation of the entire 

new Roman Missal on November 27.  The text 

and music have been inserted into the missalette 

for your use. 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN PILGRIM AGE 
 

One of the aspects of our spiritual journey is 

the time honored journey of a Ɂ×ÐÓÎÙÐÔÈÎÌȭɂɯɯ%ÙÖÔɯ

antiquity, Christians have travelled to holy places to 

strengthen faith and devotion.  Pilgrimages remind us 

of our earthly journey through this world to eternity.  

They are opportune moments to pause and reflect on 

the mysteries of salvation and the Gospel of Christ.  
 

Archbishop Chaput will lead our 

archdiocesan pilgrimage to the National Shrine of 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington, DC on Saturday, October 15.  The day 

will begin at Noon with Confessions, Tours of the 

Basilica, Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

Procession and Crowning of Image of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, Rosary Recitation, and conclude with 

the Solemn Celebration of the Eucharist with 

Archbishop Chaput at 3:00 PM.  All are welcome and 

encouraged to attend! 
 

A coach bus will leave from IHM Parish                 

(819 Cathedral Rd. in Roxborough) promptly at        

7:45 AM.  The bus will return to IHM Parish at 

approximately 8:30 PM.  Brown bag lunch 

(suggested) or lunch at the Shrine cafeteria.  Bus is 

$20 per person.  Bus registration is REQUIRED; 

please call Olga Kostic at 215-482-0828.  Fliers are 

available at the Church doors. 

 
ARCHBISHOP CHAPUTôS BOOK 
We have a limited supply of Archbishop Chaputôs 
book, Living the Catholic Faith, Rediscovering the 
Basics.  It is a truly inspiring work on living our 
Catholic Faith today.  Cost is $10.  Stop by the 
Sacristy after Mass to pick up your copy. 

 
Congratulations to Eric and Cari Bryce on the 
baptism of their son, Evan James Bryce, on 
September 25, 2001 at Saint Matthias Church. 

A Special Need ɀ A Special Event 

Mary Pat Garvey, a former longtime parishioner, 
was diagnosed with liver cancer in March, 2011. 
Mary Pat lost her battle with cancer this past 
Sunday, September 25.  In keeping with her 
wishes, the fundraising benefit scheduled for 
Saturday, October 15th will still take place, and 
all proceeds will go to her two children, Brianna, 
10 and Scott, 7.  The fundraiser will be held in 
Saint Matthias Gym (Monsignor Noone Hall) on 
Saturday, October 15 from 7 to 11 PM.   Please 
RSVP to Colleen Duffy at 610-667-3073. 

 

 
é to all who helped with last weekõs  

Parish Picnic.  A great time was had by all! 
Eileen (chairperson) and Dave Fabry 

The Castellucci Family/Mamaõs Pizzeria (stromboli donation) 

Tom Cerone/D.J. òTommy Tunesó 

Union Fire Company 

The Constantino Family 

Theresa Grato 

Bristol Leake 

Yolanda Marchetti 

Fran Sieller 

Bob Pelicata 

Mary Switkay 

Fran Blase Utkus 

Brandon Artman 

Peter Faiss 

 

 

Our Heart if Full of Gratitude 
We have received the final report for the Catholic 
Charities Appeal Office.  We are very happy to 
report that we have gone over our goal, once 
again!  Thank You to all from the bottom of our 
heart!!  Special thanks to Brian Fogarty and his 
committee of dedicated parishioners. 

Our final total is $27,369. 
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40 Days for Life is a national program that 
encourages peaceful prayer and fasting at local 
abortion clinics for 40 consecutive days.  This year, 
40 Days for Life began on September 28 and will 
end November 6.  Those who are not able to 
physically participate are asked to pray the Rosary 
at home or with a parish group for an end to 
abortion.  The Rosary is recited after the 7:30 AM 
Mass Monday through Friday.  For more 
information, please visit www.40daysforlife.com.   

 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR PAMPHLET? 

A Guide to the New Translation of the Mass is 
available for everyone at the Church doors.  It is a 
small, clear and simple explanation about the new 
translations of the Roman Missal.  It also includes a 
reference guide to the new texts.   Be sure to take 
home a copy today! 

 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive       
All donations benefit the Nutritional Development 
Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  
Donations can be placed in the bins in the Church 
vestibules or dropped off during PREP classes at 
the Parish Center through October 16. 

 
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul will have their 

truck at the following Church parking lots for pickups of 

donations of clothing, household goods and small 

appliances. Saint Denis Church (Eagle Rd., Havertown) 

on October 8; Saint Matthias Church on Thursday, 

October 20 from 9 AM to 2 PM ; and Saint Colman 

Church (Simpson Rd. & Lancaster Ave., Ardmore) on 

Saturday, October 22 from  9 AM to 2 PM.  Inform ation:  

215-288-9540.   
 

We Value the Gift of Life ð Conception 
 

This weekly series follows the gift of one of God's little ones from 
conception to birth with weekly developmental updates and scripture 
verses.  It is a popular column in other parish bulletins.  We begin 
the series on this Respect Life Sunday. 
 

Hello.  I am one of Godõs little ones ð a new person.        
My life started at my conception on October 2, 2011.  
From that first moment, God chose all the characteristics 
that make me one of His unique creations, like: my eye 
color, my height, the color of my skin, my hair color and 
my gender.  He is good and holy and has a special plan for 
my life.  Please pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe for my 
mom and me.  òYou formed my inmost being:  You knit me in my 
motherõs womb.  I praise You, so wonderfully You made me, 
wonderful are Your works!ó  (Psalm 139: 13-16) 

News From Outside the Parish 
 

A Domestic Violence Symposium will be held at Cabrini 
College in Radnor on October 4 from 9 AM to 5 PM.  
Information: 610-902-8466. 
 

The Visitation Nuns (located between 59th Street & 
Cardinal Avenue) invite you to celebrate Saint Margaret Mary 
Alacoqueõs feast at a 7:30 PM Mass at their convent on 
Sunday, October 16.   
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Family Retreat at Malvern 
Retreat House, October 21-23.  A wonderful weekend 
retreat packed with fun, food, games, inspirational teaching 
and music.  Directed by Father Stephen DeLacy, school 
minister at Pope John Paul II High School in Royersford.  
Information: 610-644-0400. 
 

Saint Callistus 90th Anniversary/Reunion ð October 23.  
10 AM Mass, then luncheon. Information: 215-879-3282. 
 

Saint Bridget Church Alumni Mass/Reception - Classes 
of õ61 & õ86 on October 23 at 11 AM.  Info.: 215-848-8396. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter ð Come, enrich yourself 
and your marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend is November 11-13.  Information:  800-456-8330. 

 
USED BOOK DRIVE    Please help give the children 
of Camden, NJ the opportunity to read and learn by 
donating any new and gently used childrenôs books.      
A bin is available in the Church vestibule to collect any 
donations.  Today is the final day for any donations.  
Matt Swatski, a parishioner at Saint Margaret, is 
sponsoring this project to help children serviced by his 
father, Doctor Mike Swatski.  Thank you for the 
wonderful response! 

 
Catholic High School Information 

 

Archbishop Carroll High School Open House ð Oct. 9 & 11.  
Scholarship Exam ð Oct. 8, 13 and 15.  8th Grade Visitation 
Day ð Nov. 17.  Information: 610-688-7610. 
 

Merion Mercy Academy Open House ð Oct. 9.  Scholarship 
and Entrance Exam ð Oct. 29.  Information: 610-664-6655. 
 

Devon Preparatory School Open House ð Oct. 9.  
Entrance/Scholarship Exam ð Oct. 15-16.  Information: 
pparsons@devonprep.com or 610-688-7337. 
 

Country Day School of the Sacred Heart Open House     
and Scholarship/Entrance Exam - Oct. 15. Information:  
610-527-3915 x-214 or visit www.cdssh.org. 
 

SS. John Neumann & Maria Goretti High School 
Scholarship/Placement Tests ð Oct. 15 & 29 and Nov. 19.  
Information: 215-465-8437. 
 

West Catholic High School Open House ð Oct. 23.  8th 
Grade Visitation Day ð Nov. 17.  Scholarship/Placement 
Test ð Nov. 19 or Dec. 3.  Information: 215-386-2244. 
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Liturgical Catechesis 

in Preparation for the New Roman Missal 

REPRINT 

Changes in the People’s Parts of the Mass – Part II 
3ÈÒÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ2ÛÈÛÌÚɯ"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ"ÈÛÏÖÓÐÊɯ!ÐÚÏÖ×Úɀɯ

website: www.USCCB.org/romanmissal 
 

CONFITEOR – Present Text: 

I confess to almighty God, 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned 

through my own fault 

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done,  

and in what I have failed to do;  

and I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, 

all the angels and saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

CONFITEOR – New Text: 

I confess to almighty God  

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned 

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done  

and in what I have failed to do,  

through my fault,  

through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

Commentary:  
 

The Penitential Act immediately follows the greeting 

dialogue. Important changes occur in the first form of 

the Penitential Act, wh ich is the commonly used formula 

ÊÈÓÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÕÍÐÛÌÖÙȭɯɁ"ÖÕÍÐÛÌÖÙɂɯÐÚɯ+ÈÛÐÕɯÍÖÙɯɁ(ɯÊÖÕÍÌÚÚȮɂɯ

and comes from the first line of the prayer.  
 

Most of this text remains the same as the version we 

presently use. However, there are two key 

modifications. The fi rst replaces our current wording of 

Ɂ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÐÕÕÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÍÈÜÓÛɂɯÞÐÛÏɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÎÙÌÈÛÓàɯÚÐÕÕÌËȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÛÌßÛɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÛÐÕɯÞÖÙËÐÕÎɯ

Éàɯ ÐÕÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÈËÝÌÙÉɯ ɁÕÐÔÐÚȮɂɯ ÞÏÐÊÏɯ ÔÌÈÕÚɯ

ɁÝÌÙàɯÔÜÊÏȭɂɯ 
 

The second set of changes occurs about halfway through 

the Confiteor, and is more significant. The words 

ÙÌÔÖÝÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯȹɁÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÍÈÜÓÛɂȺɯ

are being returned to their proper place here, but with 

ÛÏÌɯ Ìß×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɀÚɯ ÍÜÓÓɯ ÊÖÕÛÌÕÛȭɯ Ɂ3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ Ôàɯ ÍÈÜÓÛȮɯ

through my fault, through my most grie ÝÖÜÚɯÍÈÜÓÛɂɯÐÚɯÈɯ

ËÐÙÌÊÛɯÛÙÈÕÚÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÛÐÕɯ×ÏÙÈÚÌɯɁÔÌÈɯÊÜÓ×ÈȮɯÔÌÈɯ

ÊÜÓ×ÈȮɯÔÌÈɯÔÈßÐÔÈɯÊÜÓ×Èȭɂɯ ÚɯÈɯÞÌÓÓ-known line from 

ÛÏÌɯÖÓËɯ+ÈÛÐÕɯ,ÈÚÚȮɯɁÔÌÈɯÊÜÓ×ÈɂɯÏÈÚɯÌÝÌÕɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯ

familiar part of our secular parlance, by which one 

admits having made a mistake.  
 

Some might wonder, why this seemingly heavier 

emphasis on sin in the revised English Confiteor? 

Looking beyond simple fidelity to the Latin, language 

that calls to mind our fallen human nature is actually 

very important in the Sacred Liturgy. The great A postle 

of Christ, St. Paul, spoke of his complete and continual 

ÙÌÓÐÈÕÊÌɯÖÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÝÐÝÐËɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÏÐÚɯ

ÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÐÖÕȯɯɁ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÊÈÔÌɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÛÖɯÚÈÝÌɯ

ÚÐÕÕÌÙÚȭɯ.ÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ(ɯÈÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÌÔÖÚÛɂɯȹƕɯ3ÐÔɯƕȯƕƙȺȭɯ 
 

It is good to acknowledge our sinfulness at particular 

times, just as we should do at sacramental Confession. 

Unlike Reconciliation, we are not sacramentally 

absolved of our sins at this point during the Holy Mass. 

-ÌÝÌÙÛÏÌÓÌÚÚȮɯ ÐÛɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÕɯ È××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ ÞÈàɯ ÛÖɯ Ɂ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯ

ourselves to celebratÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÊÙÌËɯÔàÚÛÌÙÐÌÚȮɂɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ/ÙÐÌÚÛɯ

says at the beginning of the Penitential Act. We must 

strive to approach the altar of God with humble 

dispositions, and should receive the Most Holy Body 

and Blood of Christ free from grave sin, and in a worthy 

fashion, as St. Paul exhorts us in 1 Corinthians 11:23-29.  
 

#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÕÍÐÛÌÖÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯɁÚÛÙÐÒÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÙÌÈÚÛɂɯ

ÞÏÐÓÌɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÔàɯÍÈÜÓÛȮɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÔàɯÍÈÜÓÛȮɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

ÔàɯÔÖÚÛɯÎÙÐÌÝÖÜÚɯÍÈÜÓÛȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯ×ÙÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯɁÚÛÙÐÒÐÕÎɂɯÐÚɯÈɯ

symbolic tapping of t he chest with a clenched fist over 

ÖÕÌɀÚɯÏÌÈÙÛȮɯÚÐÎÕÐÍàÐÕÎɯÙÌÔÖÙÚÌȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÜÛàɯ

of our Catholic liturgy ɬ sacramental words are 

complemented by sacramental actions. This action also 

recalls the penitent tax collector in Luke, chapter 18, who 

ɁÉÌÈÛɯÏÐÚɯÉÙÌÈÚÛɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÈàÌËȮɯȿ.ɯ&ÖËȮɯÉÌɯÔÌÙÊÐÍÜÓɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÈɯ

ÚÐÕÕÌÙȭɀɂ 
  

The Confiteor ends with the individual asking for the 

prayers of the rest of the assembly and the Saints, led by 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose sinlessness and humility 

are the perfect model for our own Christian lives.  

 
A Message for Life       
It is categorically impossible for the same person to 
state that he or she believes simultaneously both what 
the Catholic Church teaches and that abortion is just a 
choice.   – Bishop Robert Vasa 


