
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue  
 

Ba la–Cynwyd,  Pennsy lvania   19004  
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
 

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
              

 
 

R e c t or y :   61 0 -6 64 - 020 7            F a x :   610 -66 4 -3 559      
   

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass .................... 5:00 p.m.   Sunday Masses ............... 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Monday – Friday ............ 7:30 a.m.  ;  Saturday ............ 8:00 a.m. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Michael T. McCulken .......... Pastor & Regional Vicar for Montgomery County 
 

Reverend J. A. Grant ééé Parochial Vicar/Senior Priest              Reverend Charles E. Gormley é...... Retired Priest 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Parish Business Manager ........................... John J. Yura          Director of Parish Outreach ........................ Peggy Haley 

Director of Parish Services .......... Brandon M. Artman          Director of Music & Organist ....... Brandon M. Artman  

Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Peggy Haley     Religious Education Office:  610-664-1942 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for 

business matters Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to        

3:00 p.m.  Mass Cards may be obtained at the Rectory during 

business hours, or until 7:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!        

Please register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.            

A person arranging for Marriage or seeking a certificate of 

eligibility to act a s a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation 

must be registered and be an active member of the Parish. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:  The Parish Priests are most willing to be of 

service to all.  You are asked to arrange an appointment in 

advance with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies ɬ Please call the Rectory.       

Hospital Visitation ɬ The Parish Priests will be happy to visit 

any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  Please contact the 

Rectory, since no hospital contacts the Rectory. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are to be 
made in advance at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be approved 
by a letter from their respective Pastors. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard 
on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m., or any time by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made 
with one of the Parish Priests at least six months before the 
date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are required.  
Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 
 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL: The Parish Pastoral Council 
ordinarily meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Members:  
Brandon Artman (ex-officio), Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew 
Gerardi, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), 
Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura      
(ex-officio), Dennis Zak, Therese Trainer (Finance Council representative). 

 
 

 

S E P T E M B E R  11 ,  2011  –  24 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
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SEP TEMBER 11, 2011 
24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 ð Vigil, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5:00 Maureen Dotsey 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 ð Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*8:30 Maryann & Frank Campanale ð Wedding Anniv. 
10:30 Thomas McCoy ð 3rd Anniversary 
*7:00 Kathleen Patricia Bovo 
 

Monday, September 12, 2011 ð Weekday / The Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
*7:30 Dr. Oscare DiGiacomo Family 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 ð St. John Chrysostom 
7:30  In Thanksgiving for Prayer Answered 
 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 ð The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
7:30 In Memory of Nicholas Chovanes 
 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 ð Our Lady of Sorrows 
7:30 Dr. Oscare DiGiacomo 
 

Friday, September 16, 2011 ð Ss. Cornelius & Cyprian 
7:30 In Memory of Laura Beaulieu 
 

Saturday, September 17, 2011 ð Weekday/St. Robert Bellarmine 

8:00 Patricia Kane Vanni 
*5:00 The United States Military 
 

Sunday, September 18, 2011 ð Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 Rose Marie Connor 
10:30 Lex Carlin 
7:00 Our Parishioners 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program.   

 
 
Priest-Celebrant Schedule:  September 17 / 18 
5:00 Monsignor McCulken  
8:30 Father Gormley 
10:30 Monsignor McCulken 
7:00 Father Grant 

 
 

Due to the Labor Day holiday, 
 the Collection total for September 3/4  

will be included in next weekõs bulletin. 

Thank You For Your Continued 

Sacrificial Generosity! 

H.O.P.E. ɬ Helping Other People in Emergencies 

The H.O.P.E. Captain for September 12 ɬ 18 is       

Betty Ann Haenn:  610-667-3146.  Please call Monday 

if you need a ride or shopping help during th e week. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Elsie Wade,                  
Tom Hennessey, Jr., Ernesto Betancourt, Marie D. Fratini, 
Martha Eckert, Mary Yura Selepes, Kristen and Louise 
Hockel, Carmel Bane, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, 
Ryan Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Frances 
Lewis, Jeanne Glick, Denise Riehl, Nita Dransfield, Anthony 
Massini, Louise Rascioli, Carlstein Passarelli, Paul Snyder, 
Ellie McDonald, Antoinette Butler, Rita DõAndrea, Joe 
Casino, Bob Pelicata, Irma Bates, Angelina Ciarlello, Bill 
Walsh, Anna Horton, Mary Takacs, Terry Leibfreid, John 
Lynch and Mary Pat Garvey.  We also pray for those who are 
served by our Parish in Bala Nursing Home and Inglis House.  
If you wish to have someoneõs name added to our prayer list, please call the Rectory.  
Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be removed from the Sick List. 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near the 
statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three candles burn 
for special intentions.  If you wish to have one of these 
candles burning for your intention you may ask one of the 
Priests to put your name on the list in the Sacristy.               
The Donation for these candles is $10.  This weekõs candles 
are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & Family, and Thomas 
Massari (10th Anniversary). 

 
A Special Need ɀ A Special Event         Please join in 
supporting former longtime parishioner, Mary Pat 
Garvey, who was diagnosed with liver cancer in 
March, 2011.  Mary Pat is the single mom of Brianna, 
10 and Scott, 7.  At this time, she is unable to work 
and needs our support.  A fundraiser will be held in 
Saint Matthias Gym (Monsignor Noone Hall) on 
Saturday, October 15 from 7 to 11 PM.                           
For more information, please contact Colleen Duffy at 
610-667-3073 or Collyflower68@gmail.com. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(R.C.I.A.) ÐÚɯÈɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÛÖɯÈɯËÌÌ×ÌÙɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

love manifested through the teachings and treasures of 

the Catholic Faith.  We welcome adults who want to 

learn more about the Catholic Faith, those never 

baptized or baptized in another faith, an d those baptized 

Catholic but not fully initiated with the Sacraments of              

Holy Eucharist and/or Confirmation.   

Join us for an information night on Thursday,      

September 22 at 7 PM in the Parish Center.  There is    

no pressure or obligation; it  is a time to inquire.             

We invite you to ask someone you know who is not a 

Catholic to become a part of our R.C.I.A. 

For more information, please contact Monsignor 

McCulken at 610-664-0207. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 On this tenth anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks on the United States, we cannot help but stop, 
pause, remember, pray and ask Godõs blessing on all 
who died, all those injured, all who bravely 
responded, all who continue to protect our nation and 
freedom, all who seek to live in peace in our fragile 
world.  So much has changed in our world since that 
day.  Our way of life changed here and throughout 
Europe.  The recent uprisings in North Africa and the 
Middle East have begun to bring changes to many 
other countries as well as a level of uncertainty. 
 
 On this anniversary date, a day of Sunday 
worship for Catholics, Orthodox and Christians 
around the world, we hear particularly poignant 
Scripture readings for our meditation and reflection.  
Saint Paul reminds us forthrightly that òNone of us 
lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.  For if 
we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for 
the Lord; éwe are the Lordõs.ó 
 
 In the midst of such atrocities, hurt, 
devastation and disregard for human life, we can 
easily allow anger the upper hand leading us to seek 
vengeance and retaliation at any price.  Certainly those 
who perpetrate injustice are to be brought to justice; 
we are called to be instruments of forgiveness, healing 
and pardon.  Wrath, anger, vengeance will not lead us 
to peace and security.  Sacrifice, love, forgiveness and 
pardon will open us and our enemies to the dawn of a 
new day.  In and through the Blood of Christ, 
forgiveness and reconciliation are made possible. 
 
 Let us never cease praying for all those who 
died or were injured, for their families, for all who 
responded and for our men and women in uniform 
who continue to sacrifice their lives for our freedom 
and safety.  Let us never cease imploring Godõs mercy 
for ourselves and for all nations, that reconciliation, 
justice and peace may be experienced by all peoples in 
our world, in our time and for our childrenõs children. 
 
God bless you, God love you, 
Monsignor McCulken 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND:   
BLACK AND INDIAN MISSIONS 

Your financial contribution to this collection assists 
parishes and organizations, locally and nationally, to fund 
pastoral outreach and evangelization programs to Black 
and Native American people.  Please be generous. 

 
The New Roman Missal 

Catholics in the United States will begin using the 
new English translation of the Roman Missal on the 
first Sunday of Advent – November 27, 2011.  For 
additional detailed information on the new changes, 
please visit the Archdiocesan website at 
http://archphila.org, then click on the link in the 
lower right hand corner for the Roman Missal.  The 
last page of our bulletin has and will contain articles 
on the new Roman Missal.  The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ website (www.usccb.org) also has 
many resources.  Here at Saint Matthias, we will assist 
our parishioners in becoming familiar with the new 
texts and fully understanding and appreciating their 
meaning with a series of workshops this Fall.   

 

“A Biblical Walk Through the Mass” 
A five week Study Program entitled “A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass” will take place each Tuesday from 
September 27 through October 25.  Each session will 
be approximately 1 to 1 ½ hours long, and will be 
offered at 10 AM and 7 PM to accommodate 
schedules.  This is a wonderful opportunity to deepen 
our knowledge of and thereby our participation in 
the Sacrifice of Christ which is the Mass.  Special 
emphasis will be made on the new Roman Missal.  
More information may be found on the insert in this 
week’s bulletin and at the Church doors. 
 

CYO Fall Sports ð Football, Field Hockey, Cross 
Country.  Practice has begun for Fall sports. If any 
parishioner wishes to participate in these activities, 
the last day for sign ups is September 20.  Football 
and Field Hockey are open to parishioners in gr. 5-6 
JV, gr. 7-8 varsity. Cross Country is co-ed, open for 
gr. 3-8.   Please contact Jim McNulty at 610-389-0824.  
 

All Liturgical Ministers (Altar Servers, Greeters, 

Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion) 

are reminded to notify Brandon Artman no later than  

this Thursday, September 15 if you are unable to 

minister at any Masses in October.  If we do not hear 

from y ou, we will assume you are available for any 

Mass.  Please email BrandonA@saintmatthias.org or 

call 610-664-0207, x. 22. 
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We are reprinting this information that originally was included in the August 14 bulletin for the benefit of those who may 

have missed it.  Archbishop Chaput has requested that the process of self-study and planning continue to move forward. 

 

Call to Conversion and Holiness:  Parish Self-Evaluation of “Super-Priorities” 

 

In his Pastoral Letter, Call to Conversion and Holiness, Cardinal Justin Rigali initiated the process of a formal 

review of individual parishes and entities.  The Cardinal stated that the Church needs to confront its 

challenges within our churches, schools and charitable services.  As a Church, we are responsible to meet our 

mission and the demands of the Gospel. 

 

As part of Phase I of the process, under the guidance of the Archdiocese, our Parish Pastoral Council began 

our parish self-ÌÝÈÓÜÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁÚÜ×ÌÙ-×ÙÐÖÙÐÛÐÌÚɂɯ ÈÚɯ ÐËÌÕÛÐÍÐÌËɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ "ÈÙËÐÕÈÓȯ  the Mass/Eucharist, 

Confessions and Vocations.  Here we wish to share a flavor of the discussions and the insights garnered over 

4 meetings on these topics. 

 

MASS AND EUCHARIST 

The national average for regular Mass attendance is 23%.  The Archdiocesan average for regular Mass 

attendance is 24%.  The average for regular Mass attendance at Saint Matthias is 49%.  This number, however, 

could possibly be skewed because of the large numbers of non-registered parishioners attending the 7:00 p.m. 

Mass, as well as PCOM and Saint Joseph University Students attending Mass here.  Nevertheless, we believe 

that our parishioner participation at Mas s is much higher than average.  While we do not have a formal 

Liturgy Committee, training and meetings for our Liturgical Ministers are held thro ughout the year to support 

those involved and to keep everyone updated on what is going on.  The majority of those attending Mass are 

actively participating in the Mass including singing of the hymns.  Lectors, cantors and choir are wonderful.  

Our altar servers, greeters and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are reverent and add to the 

beauty of the celebration of Mass.   

 

At this time, the consensus is that the current Mass schedule meets the needs of the parish.  Mass times are 

well publicized on  the sign outside the Church, in the bulletin, on the website and on the voicemail system if 

no one is available to answer the telephone.  Bulletins are archived online.  Monsignor McCulken has received 

good feedback on the bulletin and our website.  The homily, the bulletin and daily prayer all encourage our 

parishioners to make the connection between Mass and their daily lives.  To help all people feel welcome at 

,ÈÚÚȮɯÖÜÙɯ&ÙÌÌÛÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯɁ)ÜÕÐÖÙɯ&ÙÌÌÛÌÙÚɂɯÞÈÙÔÓàɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÐÚÏÐÖÕÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÎÙÌÌÛÚɯone another 

before the start of Mass.  We also offer a bus for those who cannot get to Mass on their own.  We are able to 

provide special hosts for those with Celiac disease.   

 

To reach out to non-practicing Catholics, we send mailings and make phone calls to encourage all to attend 

Mass.  We make ourselves visible in the community, at the Fourth of July celebration and Easter Egg Hunt, as 

well as the recent Saint Vincent de Paul Society bake sale.  Friends and neighbors encourage each other.  

Recently, information inviting those who have lapsed and/or are not coming to Church has been added to our 

website to invite them back.  Attendance at our monthly First Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration has been very 

good.  In general, we believe we are doing a good job, and will continue to do what we are doing well.           

We encourage our parishioners to reach out to family, friends to encourage their greater participation at Mass.  
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We will look into additional ways to invite lapsed Catholics back.  We will provide  workshops and 

information to the parishioners regarding the new translation of the Roman Missal.  

 

CONFESSIONS 

Nationally, 26% of adult Catholics go to confession once a year, 30% attend less than once a year, and 45% 

never go.  At Saint Matthias, we have an average of about 9 weekly attendees on Saturday afternoon.  45-50 

people have attended Advent and Lenten Penance Services.  In general, it appears that the number of people 

going to confession has increased, perhaps due to the difficult, uncertain times in which we live.  Confession 

times (including the Wednesday nights in Lent) are actively promoted in the bulletin and on the website and 

in homilies.  Pamphlets are available in the Church for How to Go to Confession and Examination of 

Conscience.  In addition to what is already offered, we will explore the possibility of Confessions on a Sunday 

during the month and publish stories about the great benefits of this Sacrament of forgiveness and healing. 

 

VOCATIONS 

Creating vocation awareness, prayers for vocations and promotion of vocations are all areas that are being 

addressed.  While no one from Saint Matthias Parish is currently at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary,   one 

person is currently in a discernment process.  As far as ways to promote vocations, we have a seminarian 

speak at all the Masses each year as part of the Seminary Appeal.  This past year, we had two seminarians at 

the Parish as part of their weekly apostolate.  They answered questions in the bulletin about their vocations 

and experiences at Saint Charles Seminary, visited the sick, participated in RCIA classes and assisted with the 

Young Adult programs.  We also regularly include prayers for those discerning the priesthood and 

consecrated life in the Prayer of the Faithful at Mass.  The priests discuss vocations in their homilies.              

Our website and bulletin include a link to the Vocations Office (www.HeedTheCall.org).  The parish could 

have specific prayer intentions for the monthly Eucharistic Adoration, one being for vocations a s well as ask 

the Rosary Group to include this intention.  We can investigate the possibility of seminarians addressing our 

Confirmation class and hold a pizza night with seminarians for the young adults.  The priests could share their 

discernment stories at Mass and parishioners are to be encouraged to invite young men to consider the 

priesthood and young women the religious life.  

 

WHAT’S NEXT 

Beginning this Fall, Phase II will take place.  A video will be presented to all Archdiocesan parishes in order to  

introduce the evaluation process for the Call to Conversion and Holiness.  We will examine our parish in these 

areas: Prayer and Sacramental Life, Family and Community, Invitation and Witness, Education and Faith 

Formation, Pastoral Outreach and Catholic Social Teaching, Leadership and Care of Facilities, Personnel and 

Fitness, and Stewardship Formation and Practices.  We will seek to keep our parishioners informed about this 

process and our progress. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or insights about the Call to Conversion and Holiness program or the 

information above, please speak to any of the members of the Pastoral Council or Monsignor McCulken.  

"ÈÙËÐÕÈÓɯ1ÐÎÈÓÐɀÚɯ/ÈÚÛÖÙÈÓɯ+ÌÛÛÌÙɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÙÌÈËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ ÙÊÏËÐÖÊÌÚÈÕɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȯɯwww.archphila.org . 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Brandon Artman, Bryan DeSouza, Missy Dougherty, Andrew Gerardi, Peggy Haley, Joann Leonard, Peggy Saeger, 

Mariellen Smith, Anthony Taglione, Therese Trainer, Fran Blase Utkus, John Yura, Dennis Zak. 
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PREP Classes begin today and are held on Sunday 
mornings from 9:00 to 10:15 AM followed by        
10:30 AM Mass.  Confirmation PREP also begins on 
September 11 at 5:30 PM.  Pizza and beverages will be 
served before class begins.  If your child is of 
Confirmation age please contact Peggy Haley at the 
Rectory if have not already done so.  All PREP classes 
are held in Saint Matthias Parish Center. 

 
Archdiocesan Pilgrimage    Plan now to join with 
4,000 other pilgrims from across the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia on Saturday, October 15, 2011 for a 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 
with Archbishop Chaput.  Pilgrimages to holy places 
are signs of the earthly pilgrimage of members of the 
Church on the journey to our heavenly home to be 
with the Trinity and the saints.  For information, 
please call 215-587-3519. We are currently 
exploring the possibility of having a bus for our 
parishioners or sharing one with another parish.  
If you would be interested in taking the bus, 
please contact Brandon Artman at 610-664-0207 
or BrandonA@saintmatthias.org. 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE (CONFESSION) 
As one of the outcomes of the Pastoral Councilõs 
discussion of the òSuper-Priorities from the pastoral letter, 
Call to Conversion and Holiness, (see explanation elsewhere in 
this weekendõs bulletin), we are providing an additional 
opportunity for our people to go to confession.  As you 
know, confessions are heard on Saturdays, beginning at 
4:15 pm.  Starting Sunday, October 2, and on the first 
Sunday of the month thereafter, a priest will also be 
available in the confessional room to hear confessions 
from 9:30 to 10 AM.  We hope this additional opportunity 
will be convenient to many of our people.  Of course, you 
can always make an individual appointment with one of 
the priests for confession on any day.  Please note that on 
October 2, our children from the PREP program will also 
be taking the opportunity to go to confession at that time.  
Thanks. 

 
USED BOOK DRIVE    Please help give the 
children of Camden, NJ the opportunity to read and 
learn by donating any new and gently used childrenôs 
books.  A bin is available in the Church vestibule to 
collect any donations through October 2.             
Matt Swatski, a parishioner at Saint Margaret Parish, 
is sponsoring this project. 
 

The Blessing of Animals will take place on Sunday, 
October 2 at 12:00 Noon on the Rectory lawn. 

INFORMATION SESSION ON THE NEW 

TRANSLATION OF THE MASS 
 

Next Monday, September 19 ð 7:00 PM          
Saint Matthias Parish Center 

 

We are offering an information session to introduce 
you to the changes and to address any questions you 
may have about them.  This one-hour session, 
including a video presentation and time for Q&A, is 
an excellent opportunity to learn why the changes are 
taking place, and what those changes will be.      
Please join us!  No pre-registration is necessary 
for this session. 

 
SEMINARIANS ON THURSDAY APOSTOLATE 

Once again, our Parish is privileged to welcome two 

seminarians from Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary on 

Thursdays thr oughout the school year.  Seminarians are 

assigned to various placements on Thursdays as part of 

their priestly formation program.  It gives the 

seminarians the opportunity to combine their theological 

studies and their spiritual training with the everyday  

realities of Parish and Church life.  We welcome    

Charles Ravert, studying for the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia, the class of Second Theology and   

Jonathan Baggett, studying for the Diocese of Raleigh, 

the class of First Theology.  We look forward to th eir 

presence and service here at Saint Matthias Parish. 

 
ACTION ALERT!  As you may have heard, the federal 
government has mandated coverage of contraception 
and sterilization in almost all health insurance plans in 
the United States.  This poses a serious threat to 
religious liberty and our right to act according to our 
consciences.  The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference 
and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
have asked that we take immediate action by calling, 
faxing or emailing our Members of Congress to urge 
them to co-sponsor and support the Respect for Rights 
of Conscience Act introduced in the House of 
Representatives (H.R. 1179) and in the Senate as 
S.1467.  More information may be found at 
http://archphila.org/evangelization/resplife/resplife.htm.  
 
THE HIGHLANDERS, a group of active men and 
women ages 55+, will meet on Wednesday, 
September 21st at 1:30 PM in the Parish Center.  
Throughout the year they have a variety of 
programs and always extend a warm welcome to 
new members!  Refreshments will be served.  
Looking forward to seeing everyone there! 


